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COMMUNISM IN LABOR UNIONS 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 1954 


Unitep States SENATE, 
Suscommirree To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
oF THE INTERNAL Security Act AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Security Laws, or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 2 o’clock, in room 341, 
Senate Oflice Building, Senator Herman Welker presiding. 

Present: Senator Welker. 

Also present: Richard Arens, special counsel; Frank W. Schroeder 
and Edward R. Duffy, professional staff members. 

Senator Weiker. Will you stand up and be sworn? Do you sol- 
emnly swear the testimony you will give before the committee will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Nowe tu. That’s right. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM O’DELL NOWELL, DETROIT, MICH. 


Senator Weiker. Will you give your name, your residence, and 
your occupation or profession, please? 

Mr. Nowe... William O’Dell Nowell is my name. Iam a resident 
of the city of Detroit, State of Michigan. At present 1 am employed 
as a consultant by the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

Senator We_ker. What is your age, Mr. Nowell? 

Mr. Nowe... 49. 

Senator Wexxer. I now turn the interrogation over to Mr. Arens, 
our committee counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nowell, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowe t. I have been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly recite for the record and to the 
chairman the various posts you have held in the Communist Party 
and give us a brief résumé of your activities in the Communist Party? 

Senator Werker. If you will pardon the interruption, the chairman 
at this time would like a full answer to your question, “‘Are you now 
or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party.” You 
answered one portion. You did not answer the portion, “Are you 
now a member of the Communist Party.” 

Mr. Nowe tt. I am sorry, sir. I am not now a member of the 
Communist Party, 

Senator Wretxer. Now, you may proceed to answer Mr. Arens’ 
question, 
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Mr. Nowe t. I joined the party in 1929 at Detroit, Mich. Almost 
immediately afterward I cooperated with the district bureau. The 
district bureau is the highest political governing body of the district 
of the Communist Party and it was in the Michigan district. As a 
member of the bureau it was my duty, along with other members of 
the bureau, to interpret, implement variously, and apply according 
to directives the instructions of the central committee of the Com- 
munist Party of the United States, to check and control the member- 
ship, assign them, check on the results of their work, to make local 
analyses, to fashion tactics in local segments and strategy, all of 
which was an implementation of the decisions and directions of the 
central committee of the Communist Party, to select and train 
leaders in various fields according to the endeavors and local objectives 
of the Communist Party, and to prepare and disseminate appropriate 
agitation progress materials to implement this organizational work. 

Generally that was my duty as a member of the district bureau. 

Senator WeLtker. Who was the head of the Communist Party in 
America at the time you became a member? 

Mr. Nowe. The national secretary was Earl Browder. He 
officially became secretary at the seventh convention in 1930. How- 
ever, it was understood that he would be the next secretary. I joined 
in 1929 and the convention took place in May 1930. 

Senator WeLtker. And you were considered an underground 
member of the Communist Party at that time. You were not open? 

Mr. Nowe... I was a member of a secret unit, since all shop units 
are secret, that is, the street unit is semilegal under ordinary cir- 
cumstances. The shop unit becomes a nucleus operating in an 
industry. ‘That is considered an illegal unit. They are considered 
to comprise an illegal unit. 

Mr. Arens. Would you go ahead and tell the various posts you 
have held in the Communist Party and the training you have had? 

Mr. Nowe tt. For my second, along with my appointment of coop- 
eration with the district bureau, in lieu of an election because it was 
between conventions, I was appointed secretary of a district com- 
mission on Negro problems. 

I was also appointed as district secretary of the entire Imperialist 
League, a Communist-front group whose ostensible purposes were to 
combat imperialist law and take care of agitation among minorities, 
colonial peoples, and so on who were assumed and propagandized to 
be victims of imperialism. I was a member of the city committee of 
the International Labor Defense, a section of the International Red 
Aid. The International Red Aid is centered in Moscow. In 1931 
I was appointed a member of the district secretariat of the Michigan 
district of the Communist Party. ‘The secretariat is a resident sub- 
division of the district bureau that directs policy between district 
bureau meetings. In the meantime also I was made the manager of 
the Communist workers bookshop that disseminated Communist 
literature throughout the State, and circulations manager of the 
Daily Worker. That is the official publication of the Communist 
Party of the United States. 

In 1931 I was sent to the International Lenin School in Moscow, 
Russia. During that period I became a member of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. 

Senator Wetker. Who sent you to the Lenin School of Moscow? 
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Mr. Nowewt. The central committee of the Communist Party 
of the United States. 

Senator Wetker. And who furnished the funds and expenses for 
you to go there? 

Mr. Nowe. The central committee. 

Senator WeLker. How much did they advance to you? 

Mr. Nowe... Well, they purchased the transportation and ad- 
vanced us, I think, $25 extra. I don’t know just what the price of the 
transportation was. 

Senator Wexker. Will you describe for the committee, please, 
what was taught in the Lenin School in Moscow? 

Mr. Nowe ui. We studied the principles of Leninism. These 
courses were divided into several parts. One was philosophy, which 
was called historical materialism. Then the state and revolution, 
the theory of the state. We studied the history, program, canons, 
strategy, tactics, final objectives of the Communist International, 
the history of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the history 
of the labor movement, trade-union and strike strategy, international- 
agitation propaganda. 

We also made practical studies of the dic ‘tatorship of the prole- 
tariat, the Soviet system, and the role of the Communist Party in 
that dictatorship as the leader of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
We studied the economic structure, the political structure, and the 
various types of satellite groups that go to make up that dictatorship 
under the aegis and hegemony of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. 

At the conclusion of our theoretical studies and other practical sub- 
jects that I have mentioned we had a special course in the science of 
civil warfare. 

Senator Weiker. Describe for me what you mean and what they 
meant by civil warfare? 

Mr. Nowe u. They meant, briefly, revolution or the overthrow of 
the Government of the United States or any other so-called capitalis- 
tic country. 

Senator Wetxer. Will you go into detail please and tell us what 
you were taught and what you studied with respect to that subject- 
matter? 

Mr. Nowe.t. Preparatory to this subject, which is a military 
science, we were given lectures by officers of the Red Army. We were 
given several. In fact , the theory and practice of Leninism is of 
course the class struggle leading to revolution for the overthrow of 
capitalistic governments and the establishment of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. It is axiomatic, as he explained to us, that in Com- 
munist annals and Communist practice, theory and practice are not 
separate. Whatever is theoretically set down is a practical possibil- 
ity and must be achieved. All strategy and tactics is worked out so 
as to achieve this progressively, concluding in revolution. 

Therefore, the conclusion of the studies of class warfare was the 
actual study of how to bring about this revolution by military means, 
that is, with guns. In that course therefore we studied the arms of 
the various capitalistic countries, the United States, the major ones 
at least, France, Germany, Japan, England, and some others that the 
Soviet Union considered of import. We were taught how to dis- 
mantle, repair, and reassemble these arms. We were taught street 
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fighting, barricade fighting, sniping, guerrilla warfare of various sorts, 
how to combine illegal with legal warfare, that is, conventional regi- 
mental warfare with guerrilla warfare. 

Mr. Arens. Were you taught garrotting, how to choke a man to 
death without making any noise? 

Mr. Nowe tt. I wasn’t directly, but we knew about it. That was 
in a special side course. We were taught how to carry on, how to dis- 
seminate, propaganda in so-called capitalistic armies, to cause dis- 
sension, and to alienate large segments of the legitimate armed forces, 
and to bring them over to the side of the revolutionaries. 

Senator WeLKer. How about bombing instructions of strategic 
defense establishments, strategic railroad bridges, strategic highways, 
anything of that sort. Were you taught anything along that line? 

Mr. Nowetu. We were. Of course we simulated it and studied it 
theoretically, more according to sharp scales rather than actual prac- 
tice of blowing up bridges. 

Senator Weiker. And prior to the time that you had gone to the 
Lenin School I assume you had been indoctrinated here in the United 
States with the common practice of the maildrop and communica- 
tions, things such as that, or did you learn that at the Lenin School? 

Mr. Nowe.u. We knew about it here, but we had an opportunity 
to put it into practice instead of its more ramified sense. Then we 
were taught grenade practice, sabotage of all sorts that involves what 
the Senator just said, strategic bombing, wrecking of trains, destruc- 
tion of all sorts of communication, transportation, wrecking machin- 
ery in plants, polluting the water supply, cutting off the electric sup- 
ply, seizure of the food supply, raiding of arsenals, arming of Com- 
munist partisans. 

We were taught code and the various forms of sabotage in quite 
detail. Hardly any phase of the industrial or political life of a nation 
is missed in their teaching of sabotage. 

Senator WeL_ker. How long did you attend the Lenin School? 

Mr. Nowett. For a year and 4 months. 

Senator Weiker. Did you attend classes nearly every day? 

Mr. Nowe tt. I did, day and evening. 

Senator WeLker. Will you be kind enough to tell us the number of 
people who attended the Lenin School from the United States of 
America at the time you attended the school? 

Mr. Nowe tt. In the Lenin School proper there were approximately 
35 in the year and a half that I was there. I met some of those that 
preceded me. They were planning to go home and did leave shortly 
afterward. There were other representatives, a large number of other 
representatives, from the American Communist Party of the Com- 
munist International, Red International of Labor unions, studying 
espionage work, carrying on espionage work, among the English- 
speaking technicians and so on, and in training for the same sort of 
work back in the United States. 

Senator We.ker. I think you have covered that matter sufficiently 
for this hearing. I want to ask you this question: Is a loyal member 
of the Communist Party dedicated to the overthrow of the Govern- 
ment of the United States by force and violence? 

Mr. Nowe... He is dedicated to the overthrow of the Government 
of the United States by force and violence. 
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Senator Weiker. Is a loyal member of the Communist Party 
dedicated to the overthrow of the Government of the United States by 
force and violence? 

Mr. Nowe t. He is so dedicated. If I might amend my answer, 
he takes an oath to carry out the line, to adhere to the principles, 
and actively apply the principles of the Communist Party and the 
Communist International in his daily work in the Communist Party. 
That commits him to the basic policy, objective strategy, of the Com- 
munist Party. They don’t so state in the oath, but it is understood 
by all. 

Senator Wetkxer. And I assume they are taught that by the or- 
ganizers and instructors and people who lead the organization, whether 
it be in a cell, or unit, or whatnot: is that correct? 

Mr. Nowetu. They are. 

Senator WeLker. Counsel, will you proceed? 

Mr. Arens. To what extent did the Communist International stress 
the importance of penetration of labor organizations by their agents 
in the process of acquiring control of a country? 

Mr. Nowe tt. That was the central object of strategy, short of 
revolution, and considered indispensable to it, the seizure of all labor 
organizations in the United States or to build what they called revo- 
lutionary unions that would eventually draw all of these organizations 
in its wake, based on the admonition of Lenin and the essential thesis 
of the Communist International. The Russian Government today 
regards the proletarian revolution—the trade unions are considered 
schools of Communism and the most potent force in laying the ground- 
work for the carrying through with the proletarian revolution, be- 
cause—I am answering it rather lengthy, because it is an important 
question 

Mr. Arens. That is the reason this particular task force is in 
existence, Mr. Nowell, to explore this situation of Communist pene- 
tration of labor organizations in the United States? 

Mr. Nowe tu. Surely, so they went into quite a lot of detail teaching 
us this in the Lenin School and in schools here in the United States: 
Firstly, that the worker in industry wields the tools of production. 
Therefore, he is in training according to the Communist concept for 
wielding weapons. A tool can be immediately converted into a 
weapon. ‘Therefore they are the workers in industry as a proletarian 
army in training for a revolution. Therefore Lenin’s admonition 
and his advice and directive was that these unions of industrial 
workers, if they did not exist they should be organized for the essential 
foundations of Communist strategy and the basis of the revolutionary 
movement. 

Mr. Arens. Upon the termination of your studies in the Lenin 
School you returned to the United States; is that correct? 

Mr. Nowe 1. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Would you take up the thread of your background 
and experience in the Communist Party at that point? 

Mr. Nowe t. I arrived back in the United States on December 24, 
1932. I was called into the central office of the Communist Party 
by Earl Browder and assigned as director of education for the 
Michigan District of the Communist Party. 

In the meantime I resumed my work as a member of the district 
bureau and district secretariat. My duties as director of education, 
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then called director of agitation propaganda, was to work out and 
disseminate propaganda and agitational materials in accordance with 
Communist policy, the objective being to develop the Communist 
Party membership and the mass satellite organizations around it 
ideologically and politically, to the point where they would carry out 
the ultimate objectives of the Communist Party. Therefore, our 
propaganda strategies were deduced from the final objective, which 
was the overthrow of the Government, and conformed to that objec- 
tive. Asa part of that process, of course, I was charged with makinz 
surveys of the ideological and political development, or level and 
development, of the Communist Party membership and its sympa- 
thizers, to aid the organizational director in selecting capable people 
who were considered to be capable and trustworthy for assignments 
in specific Communist work as leaders of the Communist Party in 
various phases of its organizational work. 

These folks so selected were trained in this school and assigned. 
They were tested and their work was checked by me and the organ- 
izational secretary in the district bureau. I made frequent reporis 
as required by Communist Party regulations and discipline to the 
bureau on the propaganda of this other work. It was a part of my 
duties to assign the members of secret units in industry, an organiza- 
tion to disseminate propaganda and agitation materials in accordance 
with the problems in that plant, looking forward to precipitating 
stoppages and strikes, and in general to recruit and enlarge the in- 
fluence of the Communist Party in industry. 

In that work we taught in the school essentially the same subjects 
as I studied and hundreds of others studied in the Lenin School in 
Russia. In fact, if I may just go off on an aside a moment, the Inter- 
national Lenin School was the central school of all of the Communist 
Parties of the world. There were 27 at that time. So the workers’ 
school in Detroit was affiliated with the National Workers’ School in 
New York, the National Workers’ School with the International 
Lenin School in Moscow. 

We taught exactly what was dictated from Moscow. The subjects 
were Marxism-Leninism, history of the trade union movement, history 
of the Communist Party and the Communist International, and of the 
Russian Communist Party, the structure of the Communist Inter- 
national and of the Communist Party, the program of the Communist 
International, which was the program of all Communist Parties and 
still is, the history of the labor movement, trade union and strike 
strategy, propaganda and agitation, and we taught also the science of 
civil warfare in special classes, to the extent that we had facilities to 
do so. 

It was mostly theoretical because in this country while the Com- 
munists did not have and do not yet have power, it was considered 
against security precautions and regulations to attempt to teach the 
practical revolutionary methods with arms, and as we were taucht in 
Russia. I remained director of education up to the eighth convention 
in 1934, when I was removed for insubordination, that is, disagreement 
with Communist policies. 

I might add that this disagreement began in 1930. It went quite a 
long way in Russia, but I was a dissident Communist and fought it 
out inside rather than outside because it is forbidden to take it outside 
of the Communist Party, so I was finally removed from all the offices. 
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Senator Weiker. And who removed you? 

Mr. Nowe.u. The convention, the central committee really. 

Senator Wetker. And where were they meeting when you were 
removed? 

Mr. Nowe. At Cleveland, Ohio, in 1934. 

Senator Weiker. Did Earl Browder have anything to do with 
that? 

Mr. Nowe tt. He did. 

Senator Wevker. In other words, if I understand your testimony 
correctly, even before you finished the Lenin School, there began to 
build up in your heart something that caused you to believe that 
perhaps you were in the wrong field of endeavor, Is that a correct 
assumption? 

Mr. Nowrut. That is correct, sir. 

Senator WeLker. And yet due to the strict party discipline you 
had to fight it out internally with your own heart before you ever 
made the break to the point where they expelled you? 

Mr. Nowe tt. Yes, and the stringent Communist discipline which 
is similar to gangsterism, if I may use that term—— 

Senator WreLker. I want you to go into that in just a moment. 
Is it a true assumption on my part that when one who has joined the 
Communist Party desires to break he is likely to suffer death, assassi- 
nation, or severe injury? 

Mr. Nowe tt. That is a correct assumption. In fact, I could give 
you many examples, including myself. 

Senator WELKER. I want you to go into it fully. 

Mr. Nowe tt. Including myself and large numbers of other people, 
Americans in the United States, not to mention those in Russia where 
they have absolute power. I will cite myself as an example, not to 
have a martyr complex. 

Senator Wetxer. I hope you realize that the committee desires all 
this testimony. We realize, Mr. Nowell, that it is boring for you, but 
we want to build this record through so that the American people can 
understand the functions of this committee. I will ask you to go 
into, first, your own instance with respect to whether or not your 
life was in danger by virtue of your breaking. 

Mr. Nowe t. Surely. I left the Communist Party at the end of 
1936 by refusing to accept the membership book for 1937. A few 
months later, William Weinstone, who was then district organizer of 
the Michigan district sent his emissary to me and I was inquired 
of as to why I refused to accept my membership book. The name of 
that person was Myrell Work. I told him that I disagreed in principle 
with the Communist Party, and I wasn’t just angry with someone 
because of some small matter that we had a disagreement on. I 
disagreed with the whole of the philosophy, its final objectives, 
strategy, tactics, and so on, and I had left and I did not plan to 
go back. 

A few months later I received a notice from the control commis- 
sion which does the expelling, which, by the way, has a large handling 
of the underground work of the Communist Party, asking me to 
appear before the control commission and I refused to appear. 

Another emissary was sent and | told him the same as I told 
Myrell Work. 

50623°—h4——2 
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Subsi que ntly I was hired as an international representative of the 
UAW-CIO by Homer Martin who was president of that organiza- 
tion at that time. And there was a third request which I ‘turned 
down, and then I was attacked by a gang at the corner of Forest 
and Hastings Streets. I was there waiting for a street car to go home. 

Senator Weiker. Describe that attack. What happened? Did 
they hit you with clubs, guns, or what? 

Mr. Noweiu. Well, it was a blunt instrument, a blunt instrument 
wes used, but it seemed to me mostly fists. And that was 1938, 
while I was an organizer for the VAW-CIO. I had not opposed them 
openly, I had simply refused to go back. And throughout the period 
that I was an organizer, of course, I was repeatedly—wherever they 
could get a majority on the board the »y would have me fired. I think 
it was about six times they had me fired. 

And of course, Martin acting on his authority between board meet- 
ings, would place me back. 

In 1939, the fall of 1939, I testified before the Committee on Un- 
American Activities. Then the attacks began, not so much physical 
at first, but newspapers, leaflets in my neighborhood called me a stool 
pigeon, Fascist, and God knows what all. 

Senator Wetker. Did you have any experience with telephone 
pickets at that time? 

Mr. Nowe... Pardon? 

Senator WeL_ker. What is commonly known, at least we know th rem 
as telephone pickets, where they call just as soon as you are asleep? 

Mr. NowEetu. W ell, I was living at the home of another person, 

asn’t living with my family, so T suppose they thought it might 
loathe my family also, so they didn’t bother me with the telephone. 

Then in 1943, subseque nt to a lot of racial turmoil, that was created 
by the Communist Party in Michigan—I think possibly you remember 
that. 1 knew that they were the planners of that whole disgraceful 
situation. 

They went down, knowing that I knew this, and I had so warned 
the mayor, and several other leaders, both colored and white civic 
leaders and handlers of the city government as to what their plans 
were, how long this thing had been developing, and what it was intend- 
ed to do or achieve. So they sent a group of the Communist -fronters, 
members, professional people, lawyers, doctors, and teachers down to 

Dowling, who was county prosecutor at the time, and told him 
that I, together with a group of Fascists and Klu Klux Klan men pre- 
cipitated the race riot in Detroit. 

Mr. Dowling happened to know me and I think he felt that I was not 
the type of person, and quite to the contrary I was bitterly opposed 
and making issues and creating all of these disturbances, and they 
knew it. They did that in order to cover up their attacks. 

Well, nothing happened to that because he called me down and I 
told them the truthful story and he believed it, because he said he had 
been doing some investigating on his own. 

In 1946 or the first of 1947 I received a notice from the Committee 
on Un-American Activities to appear before it relative to one Gerhart 
Eisler, that is, to give testimony. Three days, or just about a week 
and a half before I left I was attacked again, in fact on two occasions. 
One evening as I was leaving The American Legion post, it was about 
11 o’clock, a group attacked me, it seems to have been about 7 to 10 
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people, big husky fellows, gangster type, it looked like the mentality 
and type of people they were. 

Subsequently near my home in Holland Park at the time I was 
attacked by some folks who seemed to be the same. 

I came in and testified as to my knowledge of Eisler’s membership 
on the Comintern in Russia, and that he was sent here as a repre- 
sentative from the Comintern and met me in Detroit in 1933. 

And I was attacked here in Washington on Seventh Avenue near 
New York Avenue, I believe that is the street. And in the same 
month in a restaurant on U Street near 14th. These were not serious 
attacks, they were just fisticuffs, and that was about all there was to 
it, and then they ran away, mostly to intimidate me. 

‘Senator WELKER. They ‘tried to give you a sense of fear, I assume? 

Mr. Nowe tt. I think that was the intention, although I have no 
doubt that if they had gotten a good opportunity, it is the policy of 
just to dispose of you completely, or have someone to do it. 

Then in the case of William Peters, who wrote this manual on 
organization, I testified in his case in New York before he absconded 
to some place to Germany or Austria or Hungary. The Immigration 
Service had taken certain precautions and I was stationed in a hotel 
just across the street in front of the New York offices. I went out 
about ten o’clock to get lunch, a late lunch, I felt I wanted a glass of 
milk and a sandwich and I was walking slowly back to the hotel, 
just across the street, and there was a little park there and about 7 
people surrounded me and gave me a pretty good pommeling, out of 
which I got a serious black eye before I knew what was going on. 
Then they all ran away. They ran down some street that was not 
quite lighted and I did not pursue them. I simply went on to the 
hotel and the next morning I reported it to the enforcement office of 
Immigration. 

Well, in the last several years—that happened around 1950 or 1949— 
it has been mostly provocations which I ignore, but designed to 
unnerve me or to make me do something so that the newspapers 
would get a hold of it and I would be disgraced or associated with the 
wrong crowds, and bad people, and so on. Those are some of the 
methods that were applied on me. I have known them to apply 
worse. I have known them to drive people out of the city, and I have 
known people now who are nervous wrecks with breakdowns because 
they refused, some of them were beaten unmercifully because they 
refused to come back to the Communist Party and refused to stop 
exposing them. 

Well, there are so many that I could write you a whole list, and I 
think Mr. Pace here could do the same thing. But my case is one of 
the milder cases. 

Senator WeLker. Why is it, Mr. Nowell, that those of us who are 
in the United States Senate, spending long hours in here every day 
trying to protect the internal security of this country of ours, why is it 
they do not actually trv to harm us rather than give us little telephone 
calls at late and unusual hours and write us silly little notes and things 
of that sort, threatening in all manner and detail? Have you ever 
heard it discussed as to why they did not obliterate such people as 
Welker, McCarthy, Jenner, and Velde, and Martin Dies who have 
worked in this field? 
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Mr. Nowe tu. They are afraid of the illegality. It is not because 
they would not have liked to do it. 

Senator WeLker. I am quite sure you are correct on that. 

Mr. Nowetu. But they had a method of vicious—a vicious slander- 
ous method. It is sort of a fable. They built up a bogyman in the 
neighborhood, an ostensible one, that there is some terrible person 
going around. He is awful, he hates everyone and murders women 
and children. And they personalize this to some individual as soon 
as you disagree with them. They will say that is the person they were 
talking about. You have heard about this awful ferocious person, 
the murderer that is running around the neighborhood. So they like 
io build up or tear down people and make them centers or objects of 
hate. And they would rather have the people to do it if it were pos- 
sible for them to do such. That has been the whole strategy, to yell 
mad dog and the public will kick it, they hope. The public i is a little 
M iser now, thank goodness, so it doesn’t happen as often as it used to. 

They have hurt some mi; cht y good men in the country. 

Senator WELKER. The “y de finitely destroyed Martin Dies, did they 
not? 

Mr. Nowe... They did. 

Senator WreLker. In the first attempt. However, the people of 
Texas saw fit to send him back and he is now doing great work over 
in the House of Representatives. 

Ir. Nowewu. Surely. 
Mr. Arens. Off the record, 
(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nowell, after your return to the United States 
from training in the Lenin School, you began your work in the trade- 
union field in behalf of the Kremlin; is that correct? 

Mr. Nowe... That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly outline to the committee the nucleus 
organization for Communist penetration of the labor organizations of 
the United States? 

Mr. Nowetu. The central organization and the instrument of the 
Communist policy, politically and organizationally, in this field was 
the Trade Union Educational League, that is, up to 1929, 

Mr. Arens. If you will pause there, please, ‘Mr. Nowell, and give us 
a little history on that agency or organization, the Trade Union 
Educational League, who were the leaders, where was it formed, and 
the like? 

Mr. Nowretu. Yes. The Trade Union Educational League was 
formed prior to my membership in the Communist Party, but I know 
the history of it. It was formed along with and as an instrument and 
as a part and affiliate of the Red International Labor Unions, around 
1923. Around that time, I can’t be exactly sure, around that time of 
1923 or 1924. 

It was then a section of the Red International of Labor Unions, 
The Red International of Labor Unions was organized by the Com- 
munist International as a specialized instrument in the field of trade- 
union work. Its program was the same as that of the Communist 
International. The Auto Workers Union with which I was affiliated, 
or of which I was a member, was an affiliate of the Trade Union 
Educational League, and was bound by its policies, 
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These organizations were fronts created by the Communist Party, 
they were not capitalist. 

In 1929 instructions were received from the Communist Inter- 
national to rename the Trade Union Educational League, the Trade 
Union Unity League. The name ‘Educational’ was too academic 
and was not radical enough. 

Mr. Arens. May I interpose this question here: What was your 
actual office or position or post witb the Trade Union Unity League? 

Mr. Nowetut. | was a member of the national board of the Trade 
Union Unity League. I had an office in the Auto Workers Union, 
the old Red Auto Workers Union prior to the present UAW-CIO. 

The Trade Union Educational League was renamed the Trade 
Union Unity League at a convention at Cleveland, Ohio, in August 
1929. A program was adopted there on revolutionary unionism. I 
believe you may have that as a matter of record somewhere, and it is 
available, outlining the strategy, tactics, and program of revolu- 
tionary unionism as espoused by the Communist Party and the 
Comintern in the United States with specific reference to heavy 
industries, like auto, steel, and so on. 

The object, as I said before, was to use the trade unions as a 
basis for promoting a revolution in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Who were some of the leaders of the Trade Union 
Unity League besides yourself? 

Mr. Nowsg.u. There was Irving Potash, of the Fur and Leather 
Workers; Ben Gold, William F. Dunne, William Z. Foster, Jack 
Stachel, Wangerin, Louis Weinstock of the Painters Local and Alfred 
Wagenknecht, I have forgotten of what local—these are all top Com- 
munist leaders also—Jack Stachel, who later became president of the 
Trade Union Unity League locally in Michigan; Alfred Goetz, John 
Schmies, a fellow by the name of Maki, and Anthony Gerlach, Tom 
Antomoff, Nat Ganley, Richard Kroon, Jack Mannick, Louis and 
Howard Fabian. 

Mr. Arens. Was Steve Nelson in on the Trade Union Unity 
League? 

Mr. Nowett. Yes, he was; not in that district, though, he was in 
the Pennsulvania area. 

Mr. Arens. Was the Trade Union Unity League a mass organiza- 
tion or was it an organization of leaders in other organizations? 

Mr. Nowe.u. No, it was a mass organization, an oppositional 
union independent. 

Mr. Arens. What was its strength numerically? 

Mr. Nowext. I think it only got to about 300,000. It never 
became a very large group. It had wide influence politically espe- 
cially during the depression days. But if I recall correctly, the actual 
membership in the TUUL never got beyond 300,000. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly go ahead and trace very succinctly——— 

Mr. Pacr. Could we go off the record a second? 

Senator Wexner. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Nowetxt. The TUUL and the TUEL both were not captives, 
they were Communist organized and controlled groups. But relative 
to the Communist Party, that is compared to it as a conspiracy, a 
limited organization, it was a mass organization. The distinctions 
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between mass organizations are that one might be a captive group 
that the Communists infiltrated and took over. That is one of the 
types of mass organizations that may be Communist-controlled. <A 
front group is a Communist organized and controlled group. It is 
also a mass organization. 

Mr. Arens. Now, will you kindly give us just the chronology of 
events with reference to the Trade Union Unity League, please? 

Mr. Nowetu. Conjointly with the adoption of the program of the 
Trade Union Unity League, there was a program adopted on unem- 
ployment insurance and various elements of the program as contained 
in the program of the TUEL. 

The unemployed counselors became an affiliate of the Trade Unity 
League. ‘There was quite a lot of unemployment during that period, 
and the idea was to implement the work of the league with these 
counselors. ‘This council carried on all sorts of work in the neighbor- 
hood, putting people’s furniture back, taking folks down to relief sta- 
tions, and carrying on demonstr: ations and so on. 

Also one of their purposes was to keep the people organized so that 
when the ‘y went back into the plants subsequently on a revival, that 
the Communists could immediately take them into the trade unions. 
They would be under Communist cont trol. 

Several strikes were precipitated ; none were successful. They were 
largely political strikes led directly by the Communist Party because 
of the Affiliates of the Trade Union Unity League were almost a dupli- 
cation of the Communist Party membership. At least they were very 
close sympathizers and they were revolutionists, and these were rev- 
olutionary unions, not reformist unions. 

Consequently, upon the many political gains, or what they assun red 
to be political gains, it was thought by the Communist t International— 
and I speak here of personal knowledge, in fact, we discussed it as 
early as 1931, when I was in Russia—that Communist influence was 

ereat now to precipitate the organization of huge mass 
industrial unions. 

Also one reason for that was because the old unions had become so 
closely identified with the Communist Party until they were discred- 
ited , 

Hence in 1933 or 1934, the first of 1934, on orders from the Commu- 
nist International, the TUUL was abolished, that is, formally abol- 
ished; in fact, the Communists maintained the same control over its 
members and its sympathizers as it had before. The idea was to 
use infiltration as the major means to get in on the foundation of the 
ClO, which they did. They espoused industrial unionism in the 
United States. Industrial unionism, according to the Communist 
concept, is revolutionary unionism based on the class struggle and 
is not designed to elevate the living standards of those who work in 
industry, but to use them as political instruments of the proletarian 
revolution. 

Therefore, they intended to carry this policy into—and they did 
for a long time and they still have some strength—into the CIO. So 
after 1933, they devoted most of their time to preparing the ground- 
work for taking over the CIO. It was already a committee within 
the American Federation of Labor, the national committee of the 
federation, and I personally, along with numbers of other Communists 
after this disillusion, participated in the rounding up of all Communist 
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sympathizers in the likely federations and all the sympathetic organ- 
izations to join these unions that the Communists controlled, these 
front groups, so that when the CIO became an independent organiza- 
tion, independent of the federation, that the Communists would be 
in control of it. 

We continued that work throughout the years 1934, 1935, and 1936, 
and the whole of the Communist party membership that was available 
was placed in this sort of work to build ship units, especially in heavy 
industry, everywhere possible, but in all industry. 

Detroit had long been declared a concentration point, in fact, since 
1930, and we received additional instructions from the Communist 
International in 1933 that we must be prepared in any event, either 
for war, revolution or both, and therefore, we must concentrate on 
the military potential of the United States as a part of our plan of 
stabbing our own Government in the back when it is near prostrate, 
or when it is at a disadvantage in a war. Hence this was the key to 
the whole policy of concentration and of the Communist shift to huge 
massed industrial unions after the failure of the TUUL, and for polit- 
ical control of the CIO. 

My last days in the Communist Party were spent teaching a few 
classes locally and on the section committee in organizing shop units 
in Chevrolet gear and axle, Dodge main, and other plants. The 
folks that aided me and did similar work elsewhere I know, and I 
know that the Communists have strong nuclei in these plants today. 

I personally don’t have all of the names, and if I had known just 
a bit earlier I could have compiled those names and brought them to 
the committee. 

Senator We._ker. Now you have taken us to the original start of 
the CIO. Who was the head of the CIO at the time you are testify- 
ing about? 

Mr. Nowe tt. John L. Lewis was the head of the committee, and 
later he became the head of the independent organization after he 
had broke with the American Federation of Labor. 

Senator We.ker. This information was not a part of what you 
testified about? 

Mr. Nowett. No, sir; this was not. This all took place within 
the Communist Party. 

However, they were making overtures to Mr. Lewis, and we knew 
about that, from two angles, on the national level, and even through 
Soviet diplomatic channels, as they sought to sort of pull the wool 
over some elements within our Government’s eyes in 1933 to 1945, if 
I might say that. If it should not go on the record, then, well, it 
may not. 

But this is pertinent, that is why I mentioned it. It may seem off 
at a tangent, but I think you will agree that it is important. 

Senator WELKER. I think it is. 

Mr. Nowe tt. In 1933 and 1932, it was decided by the Communist 
International that they would be discredited if they continued to 
pursue an ultra left-wing policy, not that they would give up their 
revolutionary objectives, but they would lose in all countries and 
perhaps be annihilated, that Communist parties would be broken, nor 
could they keep Hitler from coming to power in Germany, because 
they had concentrated on the Social Democrats, which was the chief 
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party of the Third Reich, and in some senses had encouraged the 
Hitler regime and made it possible. 

So they decided then to revive the League of Nations, become 
a member of it—they had boycotted it for 20 years—and to use it 
as an instrument to build up a system of collective security around 
Hitler, but to dicker with him privately also, and with Mussolini 
and with Hirohito, that is, the Japanese militarists. 

The second step in this attempt to create a system of collective 
security to defend world communism was American recognition of 
Russia by the American Government. Preparatory to this recogni- 
tion the Communist parties were instructed to lay certain eround- 
work in the trade-union field and all mass organizations that could 
bring influence in favor of Russia to secure recognition. And I will 
be as brief as possible. 

Therefore, this trade-union policy was also a part of a diplomatic 
policy, as Communist unions and Communist parties are instru- 
ments of the Russian foreign policy, they are not legal organizations, 
they are instruments of foreign polic y of the Russian Government, 
and the Russian Government is the Communist Party of Russia. 

So it was discussed, and we were briefed on it on the concluding 
days of my studies in the Lenin University, that the foundations 
for a people’s front government must be laid in the United States, 
France, Britain and “all possible countries, to whom could be sold 
the foreign policy of Soviet Russia. 

In order to get close enough to these governments to get recog- 
nized and then to sell them Russia’s foreign policy, they would have 
to tactically reorientate the groundwork for this whole new approach, 
and liquidation of the TUUL, and orientating toward capture of 
the CIO, was a part of the international diplomatic move to protect 
world communism and to perpetuate and save it in its crisis and to 
place the onus of the whole thing eventually on the United States, 
the strongest country on earth. 

We knew all but the timetable as early as 1932. That is the only 
thing we did not know, I mean, as Communists. We did not have 
the timetable. The Far East, China, the whole of Europe, the 
infiltration of the American Government, and so on. 

So these matters may seem to be small ‘and isolated things, but they 
are part of international diplomatic intrigue. And the Communists 
in that respect don’t adhere to moral or legal obligations or form or 
legal processes, they adhere to conspiracy and force, and the two are 
not separate. 

Senator WeLKerR. Now, as I.understand you, Mr. Nowell, as far 
back as 1932 you know of the international conspiracy to let Asia fall? 

Mr. Nowe u, Surely. 

Senator WeLker. And Europe? 

Mr. Nowe... Yes. 

Senator Wevker. And the infiltration of our own Government? 

Mr. Nowett, Yes. 

Senator Weiker. And the other workings of international Com- 
munists so well known to all of the people? 

Mr. Nowe tu. That is right, sir. 

Senator WeLker. But you did not know the timetable? 

Mr. Nowetu. No, sir; we did not know the timetable nor the extent 
of the development of this plan. We knew the plan and we knew 
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that it was operating, and much depended on security and American 
recognition, and then the presence of collaboration so they could get 
in close and infiltrate. We knew all of that and the timetable de- 
pended much on the maturity of the political and diplomatic situation 
and solution of problems as they went along for the Communists, 
before the next step could be taken but we knew the two-front strategy 
of moving both east and west that Germany was a concentration point, 
was a keystone of Europe, both economically and politically and 
geographically, and that if Germany fell, Britain would fall like a 
house of cards and so would France and all of the Balkans, and a 
pincer could be moved all around the middle and all of south Asia 
through from Vladivostok through the Red Sea by taking over Greece 
and through the Dardanelles at the same time, and over to the Indian 
Ocean, and soon after all Asia would fall. 

They go according to geopolitics, the totalitarians do, they don’t 
separate things into various means. They study the whole of a 
situation. 

During World War II, of course, I was out of the Communist Party, 
but I knew the plan long before. The idea was to make a pact with 
Hitler. The reason for it was to force a war between Germany on 
the one hand and France and England on the other, so that Russia 
could remain neutral. Hitler was seeking to protect his rear, to 
secure the neutrality of Britain and France and to quiet the Balkans 
so that he could settle with Russia. Russia thinking a little faster, 
perhaps, or having aid from some source in her intelligence, hurried to 
make a pact with Hitler, promising that, well, ‘‘we can pressure 
England and she will fall apart, and perhaps, God knows, we will 
honeymoon forever.” 

But the Communist factions forced the removal of Chamberlain 
and Britain’s position deteriorated as regards the original strategy to 
keep out of the war with Germany, and Russia was safe so she con- 
summated her pact with Germany, and knowing that England was 
not prepared to fight a war, that France was corrupt with communism, 
she stood by while the Nazis overran Europe, knowing eventually that 
the United States would, in her own national interest, have to come 
to the rescue of England. 

But if she did—and the Communists felt she would—the Govern- 
ment must be so infiltrated in a way that they could determine our 
foreign policy in favor of Russia, and that is what happened, not 
speaking partisanly or slanderously against anyone. 

So knowing that the United States is still in the war and pretty 
strong, would still be strong at the end of such a war, after the defeat 
of nazism, I venture to say—and you may state whether you think 
I should go on the record with this or not—— 

Senator WELKER. I want you to go right abead. 

Mr. Nowe tu. The Sorge gang, spy ring, and Earl Browder could 
tell you a lot about this, and Harrison George, because they were 
members of the original—worked out of Manchuria and China, and 
Krumbein and the whole group of them. 

Senator WreLker. You are speaking of the Sorge spy ring now? 

Mr. Nowetu. The Sorge spy ring and its forerunners. ‘They were 
egging the Japanese militarists on. At the same time they were 
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‘cretly—and not so secretly often—trying to provoke us from our 
side into a war with Japan. 

Now, Sorge knew and the Communist International and Communist 
Parties knew that this was designed to have the United States fight 
on two fronts, because she would be too strong at the end of a war 
with Germany and the West. 

So the Sorge gang was working with the Japanese militarists, and 
the Communists were putting the pressure on for war with Japan 
and Pearl Harbor. And there is something still mysterious. So the 
United States fought on two fronts, and dropped the atom bomb when 
the Japanese were suing for peace through a neutral power which was 
Russia, and she refused to relay the message, and legally we could not 
deal with Japan because it was contrary to diplomatic protocol, and 
Russia had us right where she wanted to and forced us to drop the 
atom bomb so she would not have to strike one blow in Manchukuo 
and did not, but she received the surrender of 350,000 Japanese troops 
when Chiang Kai-shek had been fighting for 7 years and got nothing. 

So this was all planned. We did not know the specific details. 
We knew the general outline as early as 1932. One couldn’t foresee. 
They didn’t themselves foresee all of it, but ol general outline we do. 

All of these matters are related, I have gotten over on this be- 
cause - 

Mr. Arens. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Nowett. If I may complete this while it is fresh in my mind? 

Senator WreLkerR. On the record. 

Mr. Nowretu. When I was in Russia in 1931 and 1932 they were 
still having heated disputes over the Far Eastern Railway in which 
Japan had an interest and China had an interest and Russia had one. 
The whole spy network operated from Outer Mongolia and was 
threatening Japan, knowing the more they threatened Manchukuo, 
the further Japan would move in, and the more fierce the war between 
( ry K ai-shek and Japan. 

So the plan was that until such time as they could precipitate a 
worl Fe war in which the United States and England and France and all 
Germany would be consumed, to have Chiang and Japan consume 
each other, or just have Japan consume Chiang, that is what it 
amounted to. 

Meanwhile, the Chinese Communists took over in China, and the 
basis for this was laid long before World War II. And they only did 
it to keep fighting against Chiang Kai-shek. In fact, in so many 
cases they supported Japan against Chiang because ‘they wanted 
China. The "y were adhering to the policies that were t: aught to us, 
always stab your own government in the back, especially when it is 
down. ‘That is what happened in the Far East. 

The disgraceful aspect about it that I know you all know about, is 
that American Communist spies participated. They were one of the 
most potent forces in bringing that about. And what Chambers and 
others had testified to is true; I don’t know as to detail, but the general 
pattern is true, and much has not been told. 

Mr. Arens, Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Nowell, can you give us the pattern for the 
Communist conquest of the ‘Eastern Europe similar to the Communist 
pattern for the conquest of the Far East? 

Mr. Nowe... Yes. 

Mr. Arens. By countries which we now know as the satellites. 

Mr. Nowett. Yes. The plan as discussed in the Communist 
International, and as we were briefed on it in the International Lenin 
University in 1931 and 1932, was to resurrect the League of Nations 
as a platform as a propaganda instrument, and an organizing instru- 
ment to build up a system of collective security, to carry on intensive 
propaganda against England, and other efforts economic ally to secure 
the disintegration of the British foreign policy in the Balkans or the 
Britain and French, combined policies that prevailed prior to and 
following World War I, and to secure nonaggression pacts with 
Bulgaria, Rumania, Hungary, Greece, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, 
and what was commonly known as the Balkan States. 

It was considered that these countries, most of them, had very 
strong Communist Parties, and that they were facing serious cond1- 
tions under the depression, and that there was hostility against the 
big European powers, especially nazism, also some hostility toward 
England and France, perhaps. In other words, to exploit their 
desires, their aspirations, for great nationhood, exploit their national 
aspirations, but to give it a Communist content. 

So the second step in this campaign was following the consumma- 
tion of nonaggression pacts, trade pacts, and various other economic 
and cultural exchanges , then to secure a mutual assistance pact. 

This was the third—yes, this was the second step. Mind you, at 
the same time, as recognition of the United States would be secured, 
or they hoped so, and they did, the third stage would be an inter- 
national conference in a Communist-dominated League of Nations, 
as they have been dominating the U. N. so far, in various ways, to 
organize a system of collective security that would become a second 
arm of Soviet Russia in world conquest. It would not be a legal 
agreement designed to secure peace at all, first its purpose would be 
to protect in those countries which might retaliate against Russian 
aggression at least her fifth columns in their countries like Germany, 
France, England, or even the United States. 

But for the most part in its second step, to promote revolution 
throughout the world. 

Well, this plan was never consummated legally, although passively 
it was understood. So Russia continued to play up Hitler while 
seeking agreements with him behind closed doors and with Mussolini 
at the same time, and as Communists we knew this. In the mean- 
time she was concentrating on the United States, infiltrating every- 
thing possible. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent is and was the Communist apparatus 
in the United States controlled by aliens sent into this country? 

Mr. Nowewu. Well, I mean, the policy of the Communist Party of 
the United States is controlled by aliens altogether. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent is the Communist apparatus in the 
United States directed out of the consulates and embassies and inter- 
national organizations, in this country? 
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Mr. Nowett. They are protected essential instruments of the Com- 
munist International, which is ostensibly dissolved, but is now working 
through the privileged channels of the embassies and consulates, to- 
gether with your various apparatuses that sometimes work independ- 
ently of each other, sometimes with liaison with the Communist Party, 
and in some places liaison with the embassies and consulates. That is 
your Communist International at the present time. 
~ Senator We.xer. The chairman is delighted to hear you say that 
because this committee, a task force of which I have the bonor to head, 
a different committee task force than this one, has, with the aid of the 
able staff, gone at length into the matter that you have just discussed 
about the free channel of Communist illegal propaganda that comes 
into this Nation by way of the mailpouch and the other apparatus that 
they can so comfortably use without one bit of danger of detection on 
the part of the Government of the United States. And I am glad to 
get your very able testimony on that score. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information presently available respecting 
people whom you knew as Communists when you were in the appara- 
tus and who are now in key spots in the labor field in the Detroit area? 

Mr. Nowe... Yes; I do. 

Mr. Arens. Would you just proceed at your own pace to lay that 
before the committee? 

Mr. Nowetu. There are some moved out. Wyndham Mortimer is 
out with the Smelter Workers. 

Senator WeLker. The International Order of Mine, Mill, and 
Smelter Workers. 

Mr. Nowetu. You would rather stick to the auto industry? 

Senator WELKER. Any union. 

Mr. Arens. Anything you have. 

Senator Weiker. If you know where they have gone, tell us where. 

Mr. Arens. And what they were when you knew them? 

Mr. Nowe... Bob Travis, a man whom I knew as a Communist, 
he was president of the local—an international representative—I think 
he was president of a local out in Flint, there, until perhaps he lost out, 
but remained for quite some time as an international representative. 

Mr. Arens. We had his name in Utah last year. 

Mr. Nowe ut. He is out West, I believe, now in the Mine, Mill, and 
Smelter Workers. 

I worked with Ed Hall and Wyndham Mortimer. I knew Mortimer 
as a Communist before I left. Mortimer is out there somewhere too, 
I believe, with the Cannery Workers Union, which they still control, 
or one of the unions that were expelled from the CIO. 

Now, in the top leadership in the CIO in Michigan, I don’t believe 
there are any Communists on the board. I don’t know of any. But 
on the local level, for instance in Ford’s, there is Nelson Davis, 
formerly president of the foundry, production foundry 

Mr. Arens. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Nowett. I never worked very long with Davis in the party. 
He joined just about the time I was leaving. But he is an admitted 
Communist and a very vicious one and he has admitted to me that 
he was a Communist, 
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Mr. Arens. Where is Nelson Davis now? 

Mr. Nowett. He is now in the production foundry. He is a 
steward, I believe, but he is former president of the production 
foundry at Ford’s, Ford Motor Car Co. 

Mr. Arens. Just to make sure the record reflects it clearly, here, 
please, Nelson is presently occupying what position? 

Mr. Nowe... My information is that he is a steward. 

Mr. Arens. A shop steward? 

Mr. Nowe. A shop steward in the production foundry in the 
Rouge plant of the Ford Motor Car Co. 

Mr. Arens. And is a member of what labor organization? 

Mr. Noweut. He is a member of the Communist Party and in 
local 600 of the CIO. 

Mr. Arens. That is local 600 of the Auto Workers? 

Mr. Nowett. UAW. 

Mr. Arens. At Ford? 

Mr. Nowe tu. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you positively now identify him as a man who to 
your certain knowledge was a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowett. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Arens. Would you, in like manner, proceed with the other 
persons whom you can name? 

Mr. NowE.ut. Now, many of these don’t hold—some of these 
don’t hold offices, but James Holeauk, H-o-l-c-a-u-k, he is employed 
at Ford Motor. I knew him as a Communist Party member. I don’t 
know that he holds any union position in the Ford Motor Car Co. 

Mr. Arens. But could be subject to Communist discipline? 

Mr. Nowe tv. He is subject to Communist Party discipline as a 
Communist Party member, and would be a member of the Communist 
Party fraction in local 600, or a member of some Communist cell or 
unit in that plant according to Communist Party structure. 

Mr. Arens. Your next one? 

Mr. Nowe.u. There was Paul Harvey I knew as a Communist 
Party member. 

Senator WeLker. Paul Harvey? 

Mr. Nowe tu. Paul Harvey. 

Senator WeL_ker. Not the distinguished radio commentator and 
television star of Chicago? 

Mr. Nowe tv. I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Arens. Where is Paul Harvey now, or what is his position, or 
where is he located? 

Mr. Nowe. The last I knew he was in the foundry at Rouge, 
and he had held—— 

Mr. Arens. That is local 600 at Ford’s? 

Mr. Nowett. Local 600 at Ford’s. 

Senator WreLker. We can go off the record just a moment. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest that you be sworn now, please, Mr. 
Pace? 
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN T. PACE, DETROIT, MICH, 


Senator We_ker. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will 
give before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Pace. I do. 

Senator WELKER. The hour being 4 o’clock, the committee hearing 
will terminate, subject to the call of the chairman. 

(Whereupon, at 3:55 p. m., the subcommittee was recessed to re- 
convene at the call of the chairman.) 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1954 


Unirep Srares SENATE, 
SuscommMitrEe To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OrHeR INTERNAL Security LAws, OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. 0. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., in room 4687, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Herman Welker presiding. 

Present: Senator Welker. 

Also present: Richard Ar ens, special counsel; Frank W. Schroeder, 
and Edward R. Duffy, professional staff members. 

Senator WeLker. The committee will come to order. 

Do you and each of you solemnly swear the testimony you give 
before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Nowe t. I do. 

Mr. Pacer. I do 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM O’DELL NOWELL, DETROIT, MICH, 


Senator Wretker. Will you state your name, your residence, and 
your occupation? 

Mr. Nowe tt. William O’Dell Nowell. I live at 110 East Hancock 
Street, Detroit, Mich. Presently I am a consultant with the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service. 

Senator Wretker. Before the hearings start, the acting chairman 
on behalf of the Senator from Maryland desires to make this statement. 
If at any time during your testimony you have to name anyone as 
being a Communist or being involved in the Communist movement, 
this committee is very desirous, as we are sure that you are, that the 
testimony is accurate and correct, because it is very easy ‘to name, 
and it is very hard to disprove. This committee has functioned the 
3 years that I have been here in an attempt to always preserve ee 
protect those people who are innocent. I am certain that both of 
you witnesses appreciate that, and will with certainty on behalf of 
the chairman go through without taking any chances. If you are 
not sure on any portion of your testimony whatsoever. as far as the 
acting chairman is concerned, I would rather not have it. 

You may proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Nowell, you testified before this task force of the 
Internal Security Subcommittee on Tuesday, January 26, 1954, 
and this is, of course, a continuation of that testimony. You under- 
stand that. 
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Mr. Nowe ut. Yes, I understand. 

Mr. Arens. At the conclusion of your testimony on Tuesday, 
January 26, 1954, you were giving a dese ription of the program and 
policies and training i in the Lenin School which you attended; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Nowe.u. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that we have some 3 or 4 ques- 
tions on that genert al subject matter before we get on to another area, 
if you please, sir. 

Who operate <d the Lenin School? 

Mr. Nowr.u. The Lenin School was operated by the Communist 
International and the facilities of the Russian Government. 

Mr. Arens. Could you state concisely for what purpose was the 
Lenin School operated? 

Mr. Noweuu. As stated to us by the secretary of the Communist 
International and the national secretary of the Communist Party 
of the United States, Earl Browder, at that time, the school was op- 

erated to train profe sional revolutionaries to lead the proletarian rev- 
olution in the various sections of the Communist International. In 
this case, the American students were being trained to come back to 
the United States to es ury out the program of the Communist Inter- 
ns — which was the revolution and dictatorship of the proletariat. 
Arens. How many United States students were in the Lenin 
Schowl when you were there? 

Mr. Nowe. There were approximately 35 in the school directly. 
There were possibly 50 or 60 others in various occupations and v arious 
other types of Communist business in Russia. 

Mr. Arnens. Was it the policy of the Communist Party of the United 
States to send certain of its select members to Russia for training in 
the Lenin School with the objective of having those people return 
to the United States to carry out the program and policies which they 
learned at the Lenin School? 

Mr. Nowe... Yes, it was a very de finite and explicit policy. In 
fact it was mandatory by the Comintern itself. We were selected 
on orders of the Communist International. 

Mr. Arens. Were there representatives from the Communist Party 
in the United States in the Communist International? 

Mr. Nowe ut. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. If so, who were those persons? 

Mr. Nowetu. Yes, there were several representatives. In 1931, 
Clarence Hathaway was representative from the Communist Party of 
the United States to the Communist Internationale. He was suc- 
ceeded by Robert Minor in 1932. Minor was succeeded by J. Peters, 
alias Boorstein, alias Miller, the author of the manual on organization. 

Also in charge of a department subcommittee of the Communist 
Internationale was Amy Schecter; representative to the Red Inter- 
nationale of Labor Unions was Andrew Overgaard, a member of the 
executive board of the Trade Unity League in the United States, a 

ction of the Red Internationale. 

Also there was Morris Childs, who was an employee and representa- 
tive of the Comintern. Otto Huiswood, George Padmoore. 

Mr. Arens. Was Gerhard Eisler one? 

Mr. Nowett. Gerhard Eisler was a representative there on the 
Anglo-American Commission, 


“ 
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Mr. Arens. How about Irving Potash? 

Mr. Nowe tt. Irving Potash came there on a mission for the Ameri- 
can Communist Party and returned to the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Jack Stachel. 

Mr. Nowe... He was there attending the International Conference 
of the Red Internationale Labor Unions, and the 12th plenium of the 
Internationale. 

Mr. Arens. Would you in passing, so the record will be clear, de- 
scribe succinctly what was the Communist Internationale? 

Mr. Nowetu. The Communist Internationale is the parent organi- 
zation of the world Communist movement. It directs all the activi- 
ties of the various sections. 

Mr. Arens. It is the executive agency or organism of world com- 
munism? 

Mr. Nowe tu. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Following the training which you received at the 
Lenin School—I understand the dates were from about 1929 to 1932 
on two occasions—what did you do in the United States organization- 
wise on behalf of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowe. On my return to the United States in 1933 I was 
appointed by Earl Browder to direct the educational activities of the 
Michigan district of the Communist Party. 


9n 


From 1933 through 1936, I was an organizer in the Communist 
trade-union movement. 

Mr, Arens. In what area did you operate? 

Mr. Nowe tu. In Detroit. 

Mr. ArEns. Could you pause there just a moment, Mr. Nowell, 
to tell us what was the policy of the Communist Party in the United 
States for the labor field? 

Mr. Nowe tt. Preparatory to the tactical reorientation which 
actually took place, although officially announced at the seventh 
World Communist convention in 1939, the Trade Union Unity League 
was formally dissolved. ‘The idea was to infiltrate the new industrial 
unions that were arising during that period. ‘There had been a com- 
mittee set up within the American Federation of Labor, called the 
Committee on Industrial Organization. Its policy was to establish 
a broad so-called people’s movement in the United States and to re- 
move those obnoxious ultraleft groups, or their name, at least, in 
order to effect this popular movement of infiltration of various Amer- 
ican institutions, labor, government, and what have you. 

Hence the policy was one of supposed collaboration to build a mass 
people’s movement looking toward a people’s government, and 
ultimately a Soviet America through the Trojan Horse policy of boot- 
legging their propaganda and other methods rather than the head-on 
method previously pursued prior to 1933. 

Mr. Arens. You left the Communist Party in 1937, is that correct? 

Mr. Nowe tu. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you continue to organize and to work in the labor 
movement in Detroit or the Detroit area after you had left the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Nowett. I did. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of the time after you left the Com- 
munist Party and continued in your work in the labor movement in 
the Detroit area, did you have occasion to come in contact with persons 
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whom you knew as Communists before you broke with the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Nowe tt. I did so; although I was in opposition to them, they 
were members of the same unions and sometimes of the same organiz- 
ing staff that I was. I knew them to be Communists, although I 
had broken with the Communist Party itself. 

Mr. Arens. Would you tell us about how long after 1937 it was that 
you continued to do organizing work and to maintain active participa- 
tion in the functions of trade-union movement in the Detroit area? 

Mr. Nowe tt. In fact, I continued in the Government Employees’ 
Union, and then in July of 1937, I was appointed a representative of 
the UAW-CIO, commonly called an organizer. I continued that up 
until some time in 1939. 

Mr. Arens. Then would you kindly tell us just as a matter of 
complete chronology here what happened? 

Mr. Nowe... A factual situation arose in the VAW-CIO. Homer 
Martin took the UAW-CIO into the American Federation of Labor. 
The leftwing group, and I don’t mean to inject here any union 
politics, but it is a matter of what happened, remained with the 
CIO. Subsequently I left the UAW-CI1O, and the Communists were 
very well established after that, and virtually took over the VAW-CIO. 

Mr. Arrens. Now, Mr. Nowell, would you kindly tell the com- 
mittee the names, identification of persons whom you knew while 
you were in the Communist Party to be Communists, and whom 
you knew to be active in the trade-union movement in the Detroit 
area up until the time that you dissociated yourself from the trade- 
union movement in 1939? 

Mr. Nowr.u. Max Saltsman, a member of the district bureau 
of the Communist Party in 1933 through 1936, was in charge of 
Communist organization in the Ford plant at Dearborn. 

Tony Gerlach, one of the original organizers of the Trade Union 
Educational League, and of its successor, the Trade Union Unity 
League, a member of the district bureau of the Communist Party 
of the United States, and a member and organizer of the Auto 
Workers Union, Red International. Tony G erlach up to the ter- 
mination of my membership was one of the leading Communists 
in the Detroit area. It is my information that Gerlach is now with 
the Croatian section of the International Workers Order. 

Philip Raymond, president of the Auto Workers Union, Red 
International, member of the district bureau of the Michigan dis- 
trict of the Communist Party, general organizer of the Trade Union 
Unity League in Michigan. Phil Raymond was more recently chair- 
man of the Michigan district of the Communist Party, and is still 
a leading Communist in Detroit, Mich. 

Alfred Goetz, original member of the Trade Union Educational 
League, and of its successor, the TUL, member of the Auto Workers 
Union, Red International, member of the district bureau, secretary 
of the Communist Party, State of Michigan, and a general organizer 
for the Trade Union Unity League. Up to the termination of my 
membership at the end of 1936, Alfred Goetz was one of the leading 
members of the Communist Party in the State of Michigan. 

William Reynolds, a member of the district bureau, Communist 
Party, State of Michigan, member of the TUUL, Red International, 
charter member of the Communist Party, member of the Communist 
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Party opposition in the AFL Carpenters Union. In 1935 he was 
assigned, together with Harrison George, to the Communist Party 
Farm Bureau in the Middle W est, returned to Detroit, and when I 
left the Communist Party was still a leading member of the Michigan 
district of the Communist Party. 

Anton Jacob, a member of the Educational Commission of tbe 
Michigan district of the Communist Party, director of the Communist 
Party bookstore that distributed all types of Communist Party litera- 
ture, and a member of the Trade Union Unity League and the Com- 
munist opposition in the AFL. Meat Cutters Union, and Poultry 
Workers. 

Karl Deutsch, member of the Communist Party, member of the 
Communist Party unit in the Dodge plant and of the Dodge locel. 
‘That was in 1937-38, and he still is, to the best of my knowledge, and 
all of those previously mentioned, to the best of my knowledge are 
still active members of the Communist Party and organizing among 
organized labor. 

Paul Brooks, member of the Young Communist League and the 
Communist Party later, member of local 600, former district secretary 
of the Young Communist League in the State of Michigan. The last 
I knew of Paul Brooks, he was active in organizing labor in the UAW- 
CIO in the Detroit area. 

Mr. Arens. When was that? 

Mr. NowE.u. That was 1939-40. 

Mike Webb, during 1934 through 1936 member of the district 
committee of the Young Communist League and active in the 
TUUL, or the succeeding underground Communist trade-union setup, 
later in the UAW-CIO. The last I heard of him, he was still active 
in the UAW-CIO in the Detroit area. 

Senator Wei_ker. When did you last hear of him? 

Mr. Nowe tu. 1939. In fact, through 1941. 

Sylvester Silvestrovich, a member of the Michigan district of the 
Communist Party. During 1935 and 1936 Sylvester and I organized 
for the Communist Party in the Chevrolet gear and axle plant, and 
subsequently organized together in the U AW-CIO, although he was 
on one side of the fence and I was on the other. He, still to the best 
of my knowledge, in 1942 was active in the Chevrolet local of the 
UAW-CIO, and in the Communist Party. 

Andrew Czerdi, member of the Communist Party of the State of 
Michigan, active in Communist organizing ac tivities in the Dearborn 
area, and the last of my knowledge | of his work he was at Great Lakes 
Steel and was still a member of the Communist Party and organizer 
in the Communist trade-union activities. 

Mr. Arens. What is Great Lakes Steel? What labor organization 
operates there? 

Mr. Nowe... That is the United Steelworkers. 

Senator WELKER. When was the last time you knew of him? Czerdi? 

Mr. Nowe .t, I last knew of Czerdi around 1939 when I left the 
UAW-CIO. 

Mr. Arens. You knew him then as a Communist? 

Mr. Nowety. Yes. I attended meetings with him through 1935-36, 

The next is William Stanchin, a member of the Communist Party 
up to the termination of my membership, and active in organizing the 
Dodge local of the UAW-CIO, I continued to meet with Stanchin on 
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the union level, during the years 1937 through 1939 in the VAW-CIO, 
when he was active as a union member. 

John Dinkfelt, member of the Michigan district of the Communist 
Party, an active trade-union organizer for the Communist Party, 
members of the UAW-CIO, He was an active Communist organizer 
in the UAW-CIO. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Nowe tt. John Gallo, member of the Young Communist 
League and later the Communist Party. During the term of my 
membership active organizer for the Communist Party i in the Ford 
plant, a member of and recently up to near around 1950 an officer 
of the Ford local 600, and still an active Communist as a matter of 
record, and employed at the Ford plant. 

Jack Mannick, Communist opposition in the AFL Painters Union 
1933 through oie. I don’t know what he is doing now. 

Richard Ruffini, AFL Painters Union, active Communist organizer 
in the Detroit area up to the termination of my membership in 1937, 
and still active in the Communist Party. 

Louis Fabian, active leader in the Communist Party up to the end 
of 1936, and continued following my resignation from the Communist 
Party, an officer and member in the AFL Painters Union up to present. 

Fred Williams, member of the district bureau of the Michigan 
district of the Communist Party up to the end of 1936 and continued 
following my resignation, active leader in the Communist Party auto- 
organizing campaign, business agent of the UAW-CIO in Bohn 
Aluminum up to recently; still active. 

Ben Baskia, a member of the Young Communist League and of the 
Communist Party up to the termination of my membership in 1936, 
and continued or remained after I left, active in organizing the youth 
for the Communist Party in auto plants in Detroit, and I knew of his 
activity as a Communist organizer in the VAW-CILO up to the time I 
left the UAW in 1939. 

Sam Sweet, a member of the educational commission of the district 
of Michigan of the Communist Party, appointed by myself in 1933 
through 1936, active organizer in the auto plants for the Communist 
Party and was still active in that capacity when I left in 1937, and was 
educational director of Plymouth local up to recently. 

Curtis Davis, member of the Communist Party up to the end of 
1936, and continued after I left, active organizer in the UAW, in the 
Dodge plant, and was an officer up to recent years in the Dodge local. 

George Gimbosa, active organizer among the Rumanians in De- 
troit in several fields, including the auto industry, and is still active 
in that capacity in Detroit, or at least was up to 1940. 

Oscar Vartenian, a member of the fraction bureau of the Armenian 
section of the Communist Party in Michigan 1930 through 1936, 
active organizer in the Ford section of the Communist Party, member 
of Ford Local 600, at present, and still a known Communist Party 
member. 

John Martin, member of the Communist Party from 1934 to 1937 
when I left, and continued after I left; active in Great Lakes steel 
and member of the steelworkers union to the termination of my 
membership. 

John Anderson, leading member of the Michigan district of the Com- 
munist Party in the auto section, TUUL, and auto workers union; was 


COMMUNISM IN LABOR UNIONS 27 


candidate for Governor of Michigan on the Communist Party ticket, 
one of the original organizers of the tool and die workers union, 
UAW-CIO, 155; leader of the Communist opposition in the Mechanics 
Educational Society, and active Communist organizer in the VAW- 
CIO through 1939 to my personal knowledge, and continued following 
the time that I left the UAW. 

Leo Orsage, alias Thompson, member of the Young Communist 
League and the Communist Party from 1929 up to the time that I 
resigned, and he continued to be a member, former district secretary 
of the Young Communist League in the State of Michigan, special 
organizer among the miners in Pennsylvania around 1933, member of 
the Ford Local 600 and an active Communist organizer in that local 
up to recent years. 

William McKie, member of the educational commission of the Com- 
munist Party from 1933 through 1936, member of the Communist 
Party Ford organizing committee from 1933 through 1936, and con- 
tinued in the UAW-CIO and worked personally with me through 1939, 
an officer of Ford Local 600, and as a matter of record a member of the 
central committee of the Communist Party of the United States up to 
recent years, now retired, but an active organizer and influence for 
the Communist Party in local 600. 

Eugene Mack, leading member of the Communist Party 1929 
through 1936, and continued following my resignation, active in the 
Communist Party opposition in the Mechanics Educational Society 
and in various plants, active in the UAW-CIO Local 155, tool and 
die, up to 1938, to my personal knowledge; interviewed me as to what 
my attitude was toward communism after I resigned from that organ- 
ization, and stated to me personally he was still a member. 

George Angelo, member of the section committee of section 1 of 
the Communist Party in the State of Michigan in 1935 and 1936, 
member of the executive committee of the Macedonian-Bulgarian 
Peoples League, active organizer in the Trade Union Unity League 
and in the UAW-CIO, presently a member of Ford Local 600, and 
was a member of the Communist Party up to the termination of my 
membership. 

Dave Miller, member of the Communist Party from 1930 through 
1936, and continued following my resignation; active organizer for 
the Communist Party in the TUUL and UAW and in the CIO, active 
in the Cadillac Local in 1938, and more recently active in Ford local 
600. 

Peter Milich, member of the Communist Party, Michigan district, 
1929 through 1936, active in Croatian organizations in the Communist 
fractions there, and active organizer in the UAW Red Internationale 
and the TUUL Red Internationale, active in the Ford section of the 
Communist Party in Dearborn up to the end of my membership in 
1936. More recently the record shows that Milich organized the 
Croatian [TWO in Los Angeles, Calif., and has more recently been 
connected with the Communist paper Rodnik, and the Croatian IWO 
in Pittsburgh. 

Joe Billups, member of the Communist Party and of the District 
Bureau of the Communist party, 1930 through 1935, active organizer 
of the Auto Workers Union Red Internationale and the Trade Union 
Unity League, organized and president of the Communist front, the 
American Negro Labor Congress, active Communist organizer in the 
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Ford section of the Communist Party, member of Local 600, Ford 
Motor Co., up to recent years and believed to still be a member. 

Reuben Mardiros, active Communist Party 1930 to 1936, and con- 
tinued following my resignation, organizer in the Ford section of the 
Communist Party, member of Ford Local 600, active up to present. 

Frank Sykes, active member of the C ommunist Party, 1930 through 
1936, and continued following my resignation in 1937, member of the 
district bureau of the Communist Party, 1933 and 1934, active auto 
workers organizer for the Communist Party, member of the VAW-CIO 
and of the steel products local, Detroit, Mich. 

That concludes those that I know on this list, and the others we 
will supply when you come to Detroit. 

Senator We.ker. Thank you, Mr. Nowell. 

We will recess now for lunch, and reconvene at 1:30. 

(Thereupon, at 12 o’clock noon, a recess was taken until 1:30 p. m., 
the same day.) 

AFTER RECESS (1:30 P. M.) 


Senator WELKER. Let us come to order. 
Your name is Pace? 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN T. PACE, DETROIT, MICH, 
Mr. Pacer. John T. Pace. 


Senator WeLker. Your residence? 

Mr. Pace. 7343 Senator, Detroit, Mich. 

Senator WeL_ker. What is your profession or occupation? 

Mr. Pace. I am presently a consultant with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. 

Senator WELKER. Mr. Pace, have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Pacer. I was. 

Senator WELKER. When did you <w join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Pacer. In the winter of 1930-31, to December of 1935. 

Senator We.ker. Did you hold any offices in any of the different 
groups or organizations within the said Communist Party? 

Mr. Pace. At first I was unit organizer of a unit, and from that to 
a member of the Ford section committee, and from that to a member 
of the district committee, and a member of the district bureau of the 
party. I was State secretary of the unemployed councils of Michigan. 
I was on the national executive committee of the une mployed council, 
and the National executive committee of the Workingmen’s Service- 
man’s League. I was a member of the national rank-and-file veterans 
committee, was a leader of the left wing section of the bonus march to 
Washington in 1932 

Senator WreLker. You say you were the leader of the left wing 
section of the bonus marchers to Washington in 1932? 

Mr. Pacer, I became the leader of the wing section after arriving in 
Washington. I led the Michigan delegation . of veterans to W ashing- 
ton. 

Senator We.xker. Tell me, were there any preparations made prior 
to the Michigan de legation marching on Washington? 

Mr. Pacr. I might, if you please, say a word about the background 
of that. 
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Senator Wetker. I would like to have it all. 

Mr. Pace. The idea of the march originated in all of these local, 
city, county, State and national unemployed hunger marches and so 
forth organized by the Communist Party, which cre ated the idea of 
marching on Washington. 

When the question of the bonus came up, the Daily Worker and 
all the Coramunist literature began to howl for a bonus march to 
Washington. It seemed that a spontaneous movement started, I 
believe, in Oregon and some of the Western States, and then it grew 
immediately into a national march. 

We in Detroit were a little more cognizant of the situation and we 
prepared to take over. 

The American Legion organized a parade in Detroit in favor of the 
bonus. This parade was to have gone down Woodward Avenue to 
City Hall, and be accepted by a speech from the then Mayor Frank 
Murphy, and from there to the Veterans Building, where another 
speech was to be made by the Commander of the Wayne County 
Council of the American Legion. 

We got together 8 or 10 party members, some veterans and some 
not, and got a leaflet. We adopted revolution slogans. We planted 
ourselves in this parade and before they got to City Hall, we had 
gained influence and they were shouting our slogans, so they didn’t 
stop at City Hall at all. They ms arched to the Veterans Building. 

We got there and found that the doors were locked. Colonel 
Baker gets on the stairway and makesaspeech. It isa fine demonstra- 
tion. ‘That is the way to get the bonus. We don’t want to embarrass 
our Government by going to Washington. 

The minute he got down, I went up. I made my big spiel and won 
the unanimous support of the veterans. 

In the meantime we had set up headquarters across the street and 
had a bunch of YCL girls with registration cards and announced that 
afternoon we would be open all afternoon registering those who wanted 
to go to Washington. Then we organized a meeting the final evening 
and got one of our judges to speak, and the following morning left for 
Washington with 450 veterans and pouring down rain. 

I was elected by about 1,000 veterans that evening in the high 
school as the commander of the Michigan delegation. 

Senator WeLker. By what means did you leave for Washington? 

Mr. Pace. We commandeered the streetcars in Detroit, for one 
thing. We had 2 or 3 people with cars who would get on the track 
and hold up the streetcar until we got it. He would drive off and let 
it go, and we would holler, ‘Charge it to the mayor.” 

We rode these streetcars out to the city limits and we were told 
there was no transportation. I got up and made not a flourishing 
speech at that time, a very quiet sympathetic speech, and we were 
obligated to support our buddies, that we could not have everybody 
going to Washington fighting for this bonus, and us sitting there 
doing nothing and so forth. 1 proposed that we commandeer a freight 
train and get a ride out of Detroit, or we wouldn’t let any kind of train 
go out of Detroit. 

Before we got to the railroad cars, they had a string of gondola 
cars on the train and moved us out of Detroit. 

In Toledo we picked up a couple of hundred. We went through 
the same procedure of getting transportation. 
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In Cleveland they made a determined effort to stop us, and there 
we had a fight for about 3 days and nights. We commandeered the 
roundhouse. We had a committee of 75 with its lieutenants and 
captains and so forth. We had a committee of 10 to take over each 
switch engine in the yard. In the afternoon of the second day I had 
to go downtown to talk with the higher echelon in Washington. 

When | got back the police had succeeded in driving them out of 
the roundhouse and off these engines, so I immediately got on a 
stump there in the field and made a rabble- rousing speech, and took 
the lead myself, and we went into the roundhouse ‘and took it aw ay 
from the police again. 

We maintained that fight with the result that the last night they 
had all of the police department of Cleveland down there in the 
yards, and we had orders to move on. 

Senator We.ker. How many of you people were there? 

Mr. Pace. About eight or nine hundred. 

Senator WELKER. You stated a moment ago that you had to talk 
with the higher echelon in Washington. What do you mean by that? 

Mr. Pace. That was Emanuel Levine who was representing the 
Central Committee at that time in Washington in charge of the bonus 
march. 

Senator Weiker. The Central Committee of what? 

Mr. Pace. Of the Communist Party. 

Senator WeLker. In charge of the bonus march? 

Mr. Pace. Yes. 

Senator Wetker. Is there any question in your mind at this time, 
or has there ever been any question in your mind as to whether or 
not the bonus march was not in fact started, promoted, and assisted 
all the way as a Communist movement and as a Communist enterprise? 

Mr. Pacer. As I stated before, the idea and the groundwork for it 
was laid by all of these other Communist activities, these other 
marches. After the bonus march—and this has something to do with 
me quitting the party—I was called to New York before the leadership 
of the Communist Party in New York. There was Earl Browder, 
Clarence Hathaway, William Winestone, Clarence Stember, Emanuel 
Levine, Israel Amter, and a fellow by the name of Alpi, who was 
introduced as a representative of the Communist Internationale, to 
discuss future steps to be taken. How could we best take advantage 
of this bonus march? That was after they all left Washington. 

This Communist Internationale representative called Browder and 
the leadership of the party here about every name that he could think 
of. Some of them were vulgar. He accused them as being swivel 
chair organizers. He said that the bonus march was like an alarm 
clock that had to wake them out of the sleep and the Comintern was 
very bitter over the Communist Party missing the ball on the bonus 
march in this country, of not having the complete leadership of the 
whole thing, which they could have had, had the proper preparations 
been made, or the same preparations that I had made in the city of 
Detroit. That was my first view of the actual control from Moscow, 
and how vicious that control was. 

Senator WreLxer. Mr. Pace, when you had your trouble at the 
roundhouse in Cleveland, or your marches in Detroit, or any time, 
did any of your group have any weapons or clubs or anything of that 
sort? 
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Mr. Pacer. Not that I know of. 

Senator WreLker. But you did, did you not, engage in a form of 
anarchy when you took over the roundhouse? 

Mr. Pace. That is right. 

Senator WeLker. It was what one might say a revolution in itself, 
small in nature. 

Mr. Pace. During this period, Mr. Senator, from 1926 up until 
about 1933 or 1934, they went through what they called a revolu- 
tionary period of training cadres, that is, the leadership, trained pro- 
fessional revolutionists. That all of these revolutionary activities, 
demonstrations at welfare stations, parades on the capitals, provok- 
ing fights with the police and so forth, was a necessary process for the 
building of this cadre, of being able to detect the ones that could 
stand the gaff, the ones that proved to have the mettle that they 
wanted them to have, that they could trust more than anyone else. 
It was this cadre that was used for the penetration of other organiza- 
tions when they began their Trojan Horse policy in 1935 of penetrat- 
ing all mass organizations and trade unions. 

This other period was the training period for the forces necessary 
to go in to do that job. 

Senator WeLker. After leaving Cleveland on the bonus march, 
did your contingent have any difficulty in getting to Washington? 

Mr. Pace. No. Trains were ready and lunches and hot coffee 
was prepared at the places that we stopped from there on to Wash- 
ington. 

Senator Wreixer. Who prepared the lunches and hot coffee? 

Mr. Pace. In McKees Rock, Pa., the police department prepared 
it. In Toledo and Cleveland the Communists had a national relief 
organization called the Workers International Relief. They prepared 
the lunches and coffee in those places. They had a truck that followed 
the bonus march on through, going around begging food and so forth, 
and gathering what they could for the bonus marchers. 

Senator Weiker. Mr. Pace, in fact, you did not march on Wash- 
ington; you just took the railroad train and came on to Washington, 

Mr. Pacr. That is right. 

Senator Wreixer. Notwithstanding the fact that it was highly 
publicized, at least in the West where I live, that you marched a 
long distance on the Nation’s Capital. You recognize the fact that 
it was publicized that it was a march on foot on the Capital. 

Mr. Pace. They had many of them. 

Senator Weixer. Can you briefly describe what you did after you 
came into the Nation’s Capital here of Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Pace. In the first place, we had a runner that came over there, 
and he informed me that I was to be picked up at the District city 
limits. I set up a provisional committee, and | went by automobile 
around another way and across the bridge into the District and 
contacted the headquarters of the Communist Party there, Emanuel 
Levine. They succeeded in splitting up our contingent and putting 
part of them into Camp Anacostia and part of them in Camp Bart- 
lett about 7 or 8 miles out of the District. 

I went out to this Camp Bartlett, and registered without being 
recognized, and they had two committeeman leaders in jail. They 
had a little major there that was provost marshal and a sheriff from 
Texas, and their deputies and their regular civil authority set up. 
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I went down to the jail, this tent. I saw them in there and asked 
them what they were doing there, and they said they were arrested. 
I said, ““‘What the hell do you mean, arrested?” I said, “Come on 
and let us go.” The sheriff said “The ‘y are in my custody. ” I said, 
“They were, and they are in mine now.” So I let them out and we 
started off and went down to the coffee tent and raised a rumpus 
about the coffee and went over to the kitchen and raised a rumpus 
about the food. 

Then that night we had a mass meeting. The next day I went into 
the Capital and found a couple of buildings that had just been vacated, 
still in good shape, and thought that would be a good place to hole up. 
So I go back and we organize and take our own bunks and mess kits 
that. were furnished us by the camp and marched out of there. 

They had 3 or 4 policemen and this major at the gate that refused 
to let us go by, but we just shoved them out of the way and went, and 
we commanedeered these buildings at 13th and B Southwest, and 
established the left wing section of the bonus marchers headquarters. 

Senator Weiker. By the left wing section of the bonus marchers 
headquarters, you mean the Communists. 

Mr. Pace. That is right. 

Senator Weiker. Go on from there and relate further what was 
done. 

Mr. Pace. Then we started our propaganda campaign for more 
parades in the District, more demonstrations at the Capitol and the 
White House, more activities inside of these other camps. We would 
send groups with leaflets and so forth into the other camps and dis- 
tribute them secretly. We planted personnel in some of the other 
camps who were not to identify themselves with us at all, just feel, 
talk and get the impulse and the sentiments of the veterans. 

For instance, they had a bunch of signs driven into the ground 
around Camp Anacostia until 1945. We went to work on that as 
opium to put them to sleep until 1945 as a method of keeping them 
from demonstrating and carrying on more radical activities. 

By that time we had gained all the left wing elements from the other 
cities that had come around until we had quite a force to do just 
about what we wanted to. 

Senator WeLkrer. About how many would you say you had, Mr. 
Pace? 

Mr. Pace. Under our campaign I would say around twelve or 
fifteen hundred. 

Senator Weiker. The record should show, and I am certain you 
will agree, that many, many of the bonus marchers were actual loyal, 
good ‘Americans who felt that they were entitled to something and 
did come for that purpose, is that correct? 

Mr. Pacer. It is correct to say this, and it is timely. I and 4 
other party members led 450 veterans out of Michigan. Every 
attempt was made, we were infiltrated. All kinds of agents came in 
and used every method possible to split me away from the leadership 
of that contingent. Those boys were members of the American 
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, DAV, and some unorganized, 
patriotic Americans. But I used the policy that is being used now. 
I would not permit Communist propaganda and Communist speeches. 
We are going to Washington to talk about the bonus. We are not 
going down there and talk about communism, When I would be 
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accused of being a Communist and this, I would say, 50 percent of 
you, 40 percent of you may be Republicans and 40 percent may be 
Democrats, and 15 percent may be Socialists, and 5 percent may be 
Communists, that is nobody’s business; we are going down to talk 
about the bonus. 

Senator Wre.ker. In other words, you were using the dodge that 
the Communist Party was a political party, the same as the Repub- 
lican or Democratic or Socialist or anything else. 

Mr. Pacer. I would not allow any discussion on it at all. I would 
just say whatever anybody is, that is his business, to justify the 
existence of the Communists in the bonus march. It was a deceptive 
subterfuge which is the basis of Lenin’s teachings. 

Senator Wreiker. After you had established your headquarters 
here in the buildings that you took over, will you tell us what else 
happened, as you know it? 

Mr. Pacer. One thing that happened is that Waters, who was the 
head of the bonus expeditionary force, challenged me to a debate in 
Anacostia. Naturally we immediately accepted. It hit the news- 
papers immediately. When it hit the newspapers evidently with 
some knowledge somebody told him there was nothing to it, which it 
wouldn’t have, that would have been the end of Waters. 

Senator Wrer_ker. What do you mean, that would have been the 
end of Waters? 

Mr. Pace. We would have simply took over the camp, because we 
would have gone in there with four or five hundred organized veterans, 
which would have given me the big hip-hooray and I would have ex- 
posed his diplomatic methods of going to the Democratic Convention 
and going to see Roosevelt at Hyde Park, which I did do anyway. 

Anyway, it didn’t happen. So we organized a mass meeting in one 
end of Camp Anacostia on the outskirts of their camp and he had quite 
a few military police contingents parading around out there to stop the 
meeting. We had 100 picked people for a defense committee that 
surrounded the platform or truck we had down there, and I spoke. 

I raised all of tbe main issues that the veterans were interested in 
first, and won to a certain extent the support of the veterans, and then 
started my attack on Waters and it was very effective. Of course, 
we must realize at that time the Government, the Government agen- 
cies, the police, or nobody else had much experience dealing with this 
problem. There were many mistakes made on the Government’s part, 
both Federal and local. The Communists could have been cleaned 
out of that thing altogether. They had no business being in any 
leadership at all. 

Then Browder and Amter came down to Washington and put the 
heat on for not being revolutionary enough, that we had to step this 
up. Amter made the statement that if we leave Washington without 
a fight, we have lost our cause. 

Then we began more parades and we began picketing the White 
House. I saw what was coming. They wanted some martyrs. 
When they picketed the White House, we timed it at 5 minutes after 
12, so that all the Federal employees would be out on the street at 
lunch time, and it caused quite a confusion there. Nobody knew who 
was who or what was what. I knew that within the next 2 or 3 days 
something was going to happen. So I got myself arrested so it could 
happen witbout me. 
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Senator We_ker. How did you happen to get yourself arrested? 

Mr. Pace. I just refused to obey tbe orders of the police. I kept 
getting closer to the gate all the time and provoked them to arrest me. 
I was in jail when the evacuation took place. 

It is my candid opinion, based upon the rapid success we were 
gaining day after day for the last 4 or 5 days that had not the evacua- 
tion took place, when it did, we would have had the leadership of all 
the bonus march in Washington and then it would have been chaos. 

Senator Wretker. You mean the Communist Party would have 
taken over every State contingent and every man who marched on 
Washington? 

Mr. Pace. We would have taken over. When Congress adjourned 
and threw it into the lap of the executive branch of the Government, 
they lost any hopes of getting their bonus, and they were pretty well 
riled up about it, and we were taking advantage of it, and we were 
gaining very rapidly. I think in the election for area commander in 
my area, which covered several camps of about twenty-six or twenty- 
seven hundred votes, I got around 2,400 of them against 1 of Waters’ 
men that he came in and made speeches for. 

Senator WeLxer. After the evacuation, what happened to you? 

Mr. Pacer. I was in jail 30 days, and they paid the fine for the rest 
of it. I was called to New York—I already went into that—and 
then I was sent on a national tour to build a Veterans National Rank 
and File Convention in Cleveland in September of that year, the 
latter part of September. 

We had that convention and set up the permanent Veterans 
National Rank and File Committee. 

Senator WeL_ker. Who sent you on this tour? 

Mr. Pacer. The Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

Senator Weiker. Did you have your convention that fall? 

Mr. Pac. We had the convention, yes. 

Senator WeLker. Then what else happened in your career imme- 
diately after the convention? 

Mr. Pacr. After the convention, of course, I was quite popular 
among the party throughout the country at that time, I was made 
organizer of the Unemployed Council and was made a member of the 
executive committee of the Trade Union League in Detroit, and was 
put in charge for some time of the shop nuclei in the Ford plant, and 
did quite a bit of work in the trade union field. 

Senator WeLker. Before turning this matter back to my able coun- 
sel, Mr. Arens, I want to ask you, Mr. Pace, why did you sever your 
relations with the Communist Party? 

Mr. Pacr. With what I was taught in the school, and I did quite a 
bit of reading, and as I said, this experience in New York with the 
Comintern representative, I began to become more familiar with the 
bureaucracies practiced in the party, and I found that everything was 
almost absolute contradiction to what I had been taught. There was 
no democracy in the Communist Party, although we were taught 
democratic centralization. There was no such thing. You did not 
elect anybody. They were appointed by the high-ups. You had to 
take orders. You had to subject yourself to rigid discipline. 

I began to formulate the picture in my mind of an absolute dictator- 
ship controlling every member of the Communist Party from the top 
down. I just couldn’t fathom it, that is all. I had been so dis- 
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illusioned with the first preliminary propaganda that they had fed me, 
and the training I had gone through, I just quit and got disgusted with 
myself. 

Senator Wetker. You had a family? 

Mr. Pace. That is right. 

Senator WreL_kerR. What did your family consist of? 

Mr. Pacer. I had at that time a wife and three children. I might 
add there that I was selected to go to the Lenin School in Moscow 
and I refused to go on the ground that they did not guarantee me to 
see after the family while I was gone. I was considered at that time 
to have some petty bourgoise tendencies because I would not put the 
party ahead of the family. 

Senator Wetker, Did you know what the Lenin School was when 
you were selected? 

Mr. Pace. I had an idea. I had been taught in the National 
Training School what the Lenin School was. 

Senator Wetxer. And you have heard the testimony of witnesses 
to the effect that it was a school that not only taught communism 
philosophy and Lenin and Marxism, but also that school that taught 
sabotage, espionage, how to commit acts of anarchy and destroy our 
country from within. Is that a fact? 

Mr. Pacn. I have talked to several who went to the Lenin School 
and I was taught in the National Training School the same thing that 
they teach in the Lenin School, except that in the Lenin School it is 
more extensive. For instance, with regard to your question before 
about force and violence, that seems to be a burning question right 
now. Just to save time, we had various revolutionary steps leading 
up to the organization of the Communist Party, and then after the 
Marxist Manifesto, we had the First Internationale, the Second Inter- 
nationale, and the Third Internationale, which is now the Communist 
Internationale. Lenin’s whole conception, his whole basis for splitting 
away from the Internationale led by the Bolshevik Party of Russia 
was on the theory that the workers could never hope to get power by 
taking over the existing state of the capitalist, so therefore it was 
absolutely imperative that they completely destroy that state, and 
in its stead establish a soviet state. 

There is no teaching of Lenin contrary to that. Every movement, 
everything he has taught, has been on the basis that the workers had 
to, through armed revolution or insurrection, destroy the existing 
social state and establish the soviet state under the dictatorship under 
the so-called proletariat. 

Senator Wreitker. Now I will turn you over to Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Pace, would you kindly in highlight form trace the evolution 
by the Communist Party of the instrumentalities which the Com- 
munist Party devised since 1920 for the capture and control of the 
labor forces of the United States? 

May I respectfully suggest that you begin with the Red Inter- 
national Labor Unions of 1920. 

Mr. Pace. According to the record, the Red International Labor 
Union was held in an international congress in Moscow in 1920 and 
was formulated. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify that organization, 
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Mr. Pace. That is the international trade-union apparatus of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. That was established in 1920 in Moscow? 

Mr. Pace. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What was its purpose? 

Mr. Pace. Its purpose was to absorb the leadership, direct the 
activities, and to control the trade-union movements in the various 
sections of the Communist International. 

Mr. Arens. Who composed this organization or this entity? Who 
were the members of it? 

Mr. Pacr. That I don’t know. I don’t know the members of the 
Red International Labor Unions. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t mean the personalities that were members but 
what individuals in general were selected to constitute that agency? 

Mr. Pace. That 1 wouldn’t know. That was before my time. 
That is a matter of record. I could digit up. Then they functioned 
as the spearhead of setting up the central organized body to conduct 
the trade-union activities in each section of the Communist Inter- 
national. 

In the United States they established the Trade Union Educational 
League, about 8 or 9 months or a year after the Red International 
of Labor Unions was formed. In this Trade Union Educational League 
they affiliated all the various branches and small revolutionary unions, 
like the mines, mills, automobile, food workers, and even the Unem- 
ployed Council was affiliated. 

In 1949 they formed the Trade Union Education League. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, please, Mr. Pace. 

Mr. Pace. The Trade Union Unity League was the centralized 
body governing all of the trade-union activities in the United States 
since its inception in 1929. The organized revolutionary trade unions 
in the various industries and various fields of Communist activities, 
and about 1932 or 1933 they began a discussion of broadening out 
the trade-union movement, of using their membership to infiltrate 
major trade-union organizations and independent unions, and in 1933 
they carried on a campaign among all of the mass organizations under 
the influence of the Communist Party to canvass their membership, 
to have every member of that organization working in industry any- 
where at all to join one of the TUUL unions. 

In Detroit the principal one was the Automobile Workers Union. 
I was instrumental in that. I covered the international workers order, 
and the Greek section of the Communist Party, and we almost forced 
them to get all their members to join the Auto Workers Union, that 
was working in any factory at all. 

In 1934 they decided to abolish the Trade Union Unity League and 
its affiliates and throw their membership in the regularly established 
unions and set up opposition groups inside. These groups of party 
members were told to build around themselves an opposition committee, 
inside of these unions with the idea of splitting or else winning over 
these unions, and the establishment of a committee for industrial 
organization. 

They held a conference in New York City of all leading party func- 
tionaries all over the country to place this program before them. 
Then later on, Jack Stachel came to Detroit, and had a district mem- 
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bership meeting at which I was present, and laid down the new trade- 
union policy as had been recommended by the Communist Inter- 
nationale and the central committee of the Communist Party. 

Then they began to disintegrate the TUUL and have their members 
to join the existing unions, and of course the results of that were after 
I left the Communist Party. 

In the party training school we were taught that at an opportune 
time this would be the method of work, that after sufficient cadres 
had been trained and selected to enable them to carry on this tres of 
conspiratorial work inside the unions. 

What was the purpose of the trade-union movement in the Com- 
munist Party? It has already been defined by Lenin that the wage 
earner, the factory worker, would be the revolutionary force that would 
be used for the overthrow of the existing government, and in order to 
do this, it was necessary to effect a line of propaganda that split the 
population or the people into these classes, namely, the working class 
and the capitalist class. 

In order to have one to fight against the other, in order to create 
conflict, in other words, they were ‘of course lined up with the working 
class, during which process would create a lot of situations for the 
purpose of weakening our economy. 

We were taught that every party member's duty in a factory was to 
build around himself a small committee ond he would talk to this 
committee, not Communist politics altogether. Once in a while he 
would insert some political slogans in with the economic situation in 
that particular factory. 

He was taught how to jimmy up machinery. He was taught how 
to cut off power. He was taught how to cut off water. He was 
taught how to cut off transportation. He was taught the technique 
of how to blow up a bridge without being detected. He was taught 
how to blow up a ship loaded with cargo and so forth without being 
detected. He was taught how to carry on all these various methods 
of sabotage in the event of a war with the Soviet Union. He was 
taught how to create slowdowns. He saw taught all the various 
means of slowing production or hindering production in order to make 
that production as expensive as possible, that would make it difficult 
for our country to compete in world trade for these products. 

At the same time he was taught to make exorbitant or impossible 
demands for better working conditions, more wages, 30-hour week, 
40-hour pay, et cetera, et cetera. All of this was to have an economic 
influence on our economy, a great influence. 

This is all preliminary activity. Then by growing and gaining 
more and more influence in these unions, they are used in many in- 
stances for political activities, such as supporting legislation favorable 
to the Communist Party, fighting legislation not favorable to the 
Communist Party, directing mass protests of other organizations not 
under their control but through the medium of organizations that are 
under their control. They will use an organization that they control 
which maybe has a pretty good name as a basis for penetrating or 
approaching another organization to fight legislation, which is called 
sociological warfare. 

They raise all kinds of questions about academic freedom, thought 
control 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Pace, basically, the objective of these organizations 
and of their program which you have been describing, is policy sub- 
version, is it not? 

Mr. Pace. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. To subvert the policy of the Government of the 
United States? 

Mr. Pace. The party cells and the party fraction in the trade 
union movement are to support the activities of other organizations. 

Mr. Arens. But the whole objective is policy subversion? 

Mr. Pace. Yes. Now, leading up to direct action, in the event of 
a strike, I would like to state that in the party school in 1931, we had 
a 3-day lesson on how to organize and conduct a strike in the Ford 
plant. I was selected to write an analysis after this discussion. 
Go off to myself all day long and write an analysis of how to organize 
and conduct a strike in the Ford plant. Then that analysis would 
be brought back into class, and a general discussion all day on the 
mistakes I made, what did I leave out or what could be done better, 
every minute detail, like the workers international] relief soup kitchens, 
a committee to block the highways and not let the police agencies 
to come in, jerk telephones off the walls and cut communications. 

When I observed the strike at Ford in 1941—I was out there just 
as an observer—I saw many of these techniques that we were taught 
in the party school carried out in that strike. They had people 
planted in these situations to provoke fights deliberately with the law- 
enforcement agencies as a method. 

Then they have another group organized to lead the rest of the 
workers in support of these people being attacked by the police in 
order to get the whole union membership or all of the employees in 
this factory involved in a clash with the state, as they call it. 

Then in the labor unions themselves, the Communist cells or 
fractions are to teach their membership and their close sympathizers 
these methods. They are to teach them how to carry on work in 
the armed forces in the event they are drafted into the army from 
the shop. So they use this trade-union movement because the average 
working man is not a college graduate, and they sell him strictly on 
his personal benefits, of what he himself is to gain, and then plant 
these ideas in his head that whatever other form of livelihood he 
would get into, whether it is the army or some other factory or some- 
thing, he knows what to do when he gets in there. 

This is a purposely deliberate training by the Communist Party in 
all these preliminary steps. The object is to gain sufficient influence 
in the unions to be able to call wildcat strikes and some authorized 
strikes, and to exert influence in there, and then their other Com- 
munist connections in other unions in other sections of the country 
to support the strike with the object of developing this one strike 
step by step into a general strike with the plan of converting the 
general strike into a form of civil war that could be conv erted to a 
revolutionary situation. 

Now, in studying this method of operation in the Communist train- 
ing school, and currently contacting some of my former acquaintances 
in the Communist Party and discussing current methods of work, | 
find this to be the case; that they have done a lot of window-dressing 
first by claiming that they had disaffiliated with the Communist 
Internationale, which is nothing more than Lenin’s theory of deceit 
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and subterfuge, and have got their party membership infiltrated into 
practically every segment of our society, including Government. The 
party members are not operating as a body any more. They are 
operating in small groups, sometimes only 1 or 2 contacting each other. 
This work is being conducted, especially in the trade-union movement, 
by old party members steeled in the class struggle, who formed the 
contacts between the various groups in the various factories and 
various shops and industries. I have found through personal inter- 
views that some of these people have claimed to have quit the Com- 
munist Party, but refuse to give any knowledge that they may have 
whatsoever. They refuse to name any people whom they were asso- 
ciated with in the Communist movement. They refuse to tell you 
anything about policy. I have been informed by a competent source 
that the party has set up a reserve corps of members who do not attend 
meetings, who do not subscribe to literature, who remain quiet, as a 
reserve force to take over in the event that the party leadership is 
arrested or their work is obstructed in some way by the Government. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Pace, do you include in that group based upon 
your observations of current operations of the party, the group of 
people who presently claim that they have disaffiliated with the 
Communist Party, but refuse to give any information about the 
party or members thereof as a nucleus or at least an integral part of 
this reserve organization of the Communist Party today? 

Mr. Pacer. That is right. It is my opinion, based upon my experi- 
ence, my own teaching and consultations with these people, that they 
are an important and integral part of the Communist apparatus. 

Mr. Durry. In a reserve status. 

Mr. Pacer. In a reserve status. 

There is another type that I have personally interviewed who 
claims to have quit the Communist Party but who refuses to give you 
any information or do anything against them at all on the ground 
that they have a constitutional right to be Communists, and it is 
nobody’s business, such as Walter Kiker of Leonard, Mich. 

Mr. Durry. For the record, could you briefly identify Walter 
Eiker? 

Mr. Pace. He was my lieutenant in the bonus march to Washington, 
who worked with me in the Unemployed Council and the Trade 
Union Movement during my membership in the party, who claimed 
to have quit the party in 1943. Both he and his wife. It is my 
knowledge that his wife attended regularly a Communist Party 
hangout as recently as 2 years ago. 

Mr. Durry. What is Mrs. Eiker’s first name? 

Mr. Pacer. Kathryn, K-a-t-h-r-y-n, or whatever common spelling 
you want to use. It isa matter of record that Walter Eiker circulated 
the petition to put the Communist Party on the ballot in 1940. I 
have visited him on three occasions, and he absolutely refused to 
cooperate in any way and won’t give you any information about his 
experience in the Communist Party, notwithstanding the fact that 
his experience covered a much broader field than my own did. 

Mr. Durry. What was the basis that he offered for his declination 
to give any information about the Communist Party activities? 

Mr. Pacer. Just a cold brushoff. I consulted with one Leo Orsage, 
whom I knew to be a member of the Communist Party, who is an em- 
ployee of the Ford Motor Co., member of Ford Local 600. He in- 
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formed me that he had quit the Communist Party. He didn’t want 
anything to do with politics at all. When I asked him what can we 
do, how can we get together to do something against the Communist 
activities in the Ford Loc al 600, he said, “In the first place, you and 
me are not going to get together on anything, because you are a 
Government informer and a stool pigeon.” 

Mr. Durry. Which is typical Communist Party line jargon. 

Mr. Pace. Which is typical Communist Party line propaganda. 
He also stated that the Communists had a constitutional right to be 
Communists, and it was nobody’s business to interfere with, them. 

I contacted Romanskyn, another party member, whom I knew to 
be a member of the Communist Party during my ‘membership. He 
was contacted by me less than 2 months ago. He informed me that 
he had quit the Communist Party and had quit the International 
Workers Order 3 years ago. When I asked him what could we do to 
fight this menace that had done so much damage to us—I felt we had 
done a certain amount of damage to this country, we had done a cer- 
tain amount of damage to society, and we ow ed something to society 
to expose this conspiracy so that other people don’t get roped into it 
as we did—he said, ‘Well, all my friends are in the party and I don’t 
want to do anything against them. I don’t want to make them sore 
at me. I don’t want to do anything against them at all.” 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Pace, do you recall any other individuals who 
might fall into this category that you are now describing? 

Mr. Pace. One John Martin, who, I believe, is of Spanish origin, 
came down to the Immigration Service with a friend of his. In 
passing through the hall I recognized him as a member of a unit 
under my control during my membership in the Party. I remembered 
him as an organizer of the Steelworkers Organizing Committee in the 
Great Lakes Steel. I immediately reported that I knew him, and he 
denied at any time ever being a member of the Communist Party until 
confronted by me. After “being confronted by me, he admitted 
membership in the Communist Party for 1 year. I know personally 
that he was a member of the Communist Party for 4 years, and he 
refused to name anybody or any activities that he carried out in the 
Communist Party whatsoever. 

Mr. Durry. Do you recall any other alleged former Communists 
who, although they state that they have disaffiliated with the Com- 
munist Party, nevertheless refuse to offer any evidence about the 
activities of the party or of any of the present members of the party? 

Mr. Pacer. I know a Frank Sykes, who works for the Detroit Stee! 
Products. He was a member of the district committee of the Com- 
munist Party of Michigan during my membership, was active in the 
International Labor Defense and worked among the Negro people; 
he does not attend even union meetings, he does not carry on any 
conversations with his fellow employees with regard to union activities 
whatsoever, but I was informed last year by a ‘reliable source that he 
was attending top meetings of the Communist Party in Detroit. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Pace, did you have any information on one Al 
Goetz in the Detroit area? 

Mr. Pacr. Yes. Al Goetz was one of the original organizers of the 
Trade Union Unity League and he was a me smber of the Trade Union 
Unity League executive committee, and he was an instructor in the 
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party school that I attended, and he lectured on the overthrow of the 
Government by force and violence. 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any information on William Reynolds? 

Mr. Pace. Yes. I can state for the record that William Reynolds 
brought my application into the Communist Party. He took me 
into the Communist Party, and he lectured in the party school that 
I attended on the Far Eastern and Chinese situation. 

Mr. Durry. He was responsible for your recruitment into the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Pacer. Yes. 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any information on Adrew Czerdi? 

Mr. Pace. Yes. He was a member of the Ecorse unit of the 
Communist Party. He was on the steel workers organizing com- 
mittee, and I personally saw him attend a Communist meeting in 1952 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any information on one Jack Mahoney? 

Mr. Pace. He was in the AFL Carpenters Union, attended the 
same school that I attended in the winter of 1931-32. 

Mr. Durry. That was the Workers Educational Association? 

Mr. Pacer. Yes. 

Mr. Durry. Is there any information that you could offer the 
subcommittee record on Richard Ruffini. 

Mr. Pace. Ruffini, AFL Painters Union. Richard Ruffini was an 
active member of the Communits Party during my membership in 
the party. I personally contacted Richard Ruffini in 1952 after re- 
ceiving information that he had quit the party. He told me that I 
was wasting my time, that he thought the same as he always thought. 

Mr. Durry. By that, did Ruffini mean that he felt the same way 
he had always felt about Communist Party principles? 

Mr. Pacer. That is right. 

Mr. Durry. That is, that he still adhered to them. 

Mr. Pace. That is right. 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any information on Chris Alston? 

Mr. Pacer. I knew Chris Alston to be a member of the Communist 
Party during my membership in the party, and I performed a public 
marriage ceremony between him and Sylvia Gossman, She was a 
white girl and was a member of the Young Communist League. Her 
mother, Mary Gossman, was known to me as a member of the 
Communist Party assigned to work among the Negroes. 

Mr. Durry. When you married this couple, did you have the legal 
authority to perform a marriage in the State of Michigan? 

Mr. Pace. No. 

Mr. Durry. What were the circumstances surrounding this so- 
‘alled marriage of Chris Alston and Sylvia Gossman? 

Mr. Pacer. It was in the Communist Party terms an exemplification 
of working class solidarity to infer that there was no white chauvinism 
in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Durry. And was it not also an incident of open defiance to 
authority and convention of the so-called bourgoise? 

Mr. Pace. That was very much a consideration, but the main 
consideration was that the Communist Party was using all forms of 
deceit to win over the Negro people. 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any information on George Angeloff? 

Mr. Pace. George Angeloff attended the party se hool I attended in 
1931 and 1932—that is, the Communist Party school—and I knew 
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him to be a member of the Communist Party during my membership 
and in 1946 I attended a meeting as a representative of the American 
Legion called for the purpose of organizing a chapter among the a 
garians of the American Veterans Committee in conjunction with ¢ 
banquet and dancing or entertainment. I met George Angeloff in the 
hallway. He greeted me very warmly and started to tell me how glad 
to see me around he was, and I said, “I am glad to see you; are you 
still in the movement?” “Oh, yes, yes, I am still in the moveme nt. 
I am still in the movement. Wait a minute,” he says, ‘““‘maybe you are 
all right and maybe you are not all right.” He turned away from me 
and it wasn’t but a few minutes, and I could feel a very cool air around 
the hall. 

Mr. Durry. When was this? 

Mr. Pacer. 1946. 

Mr. Durry. Do you have any information on Matt Lee? 

Mr. Pacr. I knew Matt Lee to be a member of the Ecorse Unit 
of the Communist Party of Michigan during my membership. | 
had an oceasion to interview Matt Lee in 1952. He informed me 
that he had quit the Communist Party, but was a member of the 
Progressive Caucus in Ford Local 600, and was supporting the left 
wing movement in Ford Local 600 because it was the only movement 
that fought for the workers. At the same time he was an official of 
a local church in Ecorse. 

Mr. Durry. Is that the present strategy of the Communist Party 
to encourage their members to join civic and religious organizations 
and to give the appearance of acting diametrically opposite to a posi- 
tion that a good Communist should take, namely, atheistic, and to 
not be an advocate of civic organizations? 

Mr. Pace. Yes; that has been their policy, and more so now than 
ever. If they can join a respectable organization or a church and be 
active in this respectable organization or a church it will help to con- 
ceal their identity in the Communist Party. It would cast off any 
doubts in their associates’ minds that they would be affiliated with 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Durry. By their associates, you mean the non-Communist 
associates? 

Mr. Pace. By their associations in respectable groups or organi- 
zation. 

Senator Wreikxer. Mr. Pace, do you have any other information 
or observation that you would like to offer for the record of the 
subcommittee at this point? 

Mr. Pacr. I would like to state for the record that I have been a 
union man all my life, that I have belonged to the union and walked 
the picket line and led strikes when many of these people were wear- 
ing knee pants, and would not under any circumstances intentionally 
reveal any information that would jeopardize the position of an 
honestly organized union under honest American leadership. Based 
upon my experience and reading of the history of the labor move- 
ment in this country, I found that during the period of 1918 to 1922 
that many unions were wrecked and torn apart by a revolutionary 
element known as the International Workers of the World. It seems 
to me that unless necessary remedial measures are taken, the in- 
fluence existing in many labor unions today could result in a dis- 





COMMUNISM IN LABOR UNIONS 43 


integration of that union or place that union in disrepute before the 
American public. 

On the fight against communism as # whole, every time we hear 
someone say that the Communist international machine has been 
hampered or set back, we see them grab another chunk of the world. 
We see them subject another couple of millions into their orbit. It 
is my firm conviction that our Government is going to have to be- 
come much more alert to international communism and communism 
within our own borders. We are going to have to take a much more 
aggressive measure against them. We are going to have to be much 
firmer in our international policy. We are going to have to take 
more drastic steps against Communist activities within our own 
borders, or one of these fine mornings we are going to find ourselves 
in a very difficult situation. 

I would like to offer one example. Every red-blooded American 
hates fascism. We saw in Germany in the early thirties the strongest 
Communist Party in the world. Being a democratic country and 
adhering strictly to everybody’s democratic rights, the Communist 
Party was able to exert such influence and to become so powerful that 
it became impossible to cope with the situation with their present legal 
democratic process. Hitler, being a big rabble rouser, was able to 
weld together the anti-Semitic sentiment, and the anti-Communist 
sentiment, and by expanding the dangers of the Communist movement 
was able to set himself up as a dictator. 

It would be folly for us to think that the same thing could not 
happen here if we allow the situation to go that far. 

Senator Wetker. Very well, Mr. Pace. On behalf of Senator 
Butler, the chairman of this task force, and Senator Jenner, the 
chairman of the full Internal Security Subcommittee, I wish to express 
my thanks for your extremely valuable testimony that you have offered 
today. 

(Thereupon, at 3:05 p. m., the executive session was concluded.) 





